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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


PROBLEMS WITH LONG-TERM AGREEMENTS DETAILED 
Moscow EKONOMICHESKAYA GAZETA in Russian No 35, Aug 82 p 18 
[Article by A. Yefteyev, UkSSR deputy trade minister: "On a Long-Term Basis”] 


[Text] Five-year agreements between trade and industry at the republic level 
represent for all practical purposes a new form of mutual relations envisaged 
in the improvement of the economic mechanism and aimed at enhancing the ac- 
countability of the parties for fuller satisfaction of the demand of the pub- 
lic. 


These were precisely the points of departure in undertaking the drafting of 
the republic's first 5-year agreement between the collective of Ukropttekstil'- 
torg [Ukrainian Wholesale Textile Mart] and the sectoral republic industrial 
associations Ukrkhlopprom [Ukrainian Cotton Industry], Ukrpromsherst’ [Ukrai- 
nian Woolen Industry] and Ukrl'nopen'koprom [Ukrainian Linen and Hemp Indus- 
try]. The difficulties inevitable in anything new were mainly overcome during 
preparation of the agreement thanks to the goal which all the participants had 
in common: to improve trade services to the public. Their experience proved 
to be very worthwhile. 


The UkSSR Ministry of Trade, and also Minlegprom [ministry of light industry], 
Minmestprom [ministry of local industry], and other industrial ministries and 
departments have recommended to all republic wholesale and wholesale-retail 
organizations and industrial associations that they draft and conclude long- 
term 5-year agreements. 


Republic wholesale and wholesale-retail organizations of the republic Mintorg 
[trade ministry] have now concluded 30 long-term 5-year agreements on a broad 
range of matters related to production of various goods and their delivery to 
the trade sector. They have reflected such elements as production, construc- 
tion of new capacities and reconstruction of existing ones, distribution of 
declarations of need, procedure for preparing and holding wholesale industrial 
fairs, renewal of the assortment, and regularity of deliveries in containers 
and display containers. 











Defending the Consumer's Interests 


One of the principal points in the long-range agreements is the study of con- 
sumer demand and the writing up of economically sound declarations of need for 
goods. Wholesale fairs have a large role in this regard; incidentally, they 
have just ended for all zones of the Ukraine. Declarations of need from the 
trade sector were detailed at those fairs with respect to assortment and the 
quality of goods for the coming year as called for by the long-term agreements. 
The plan for holding these fairs in 1983 is now being drawn up. 


Republic wholesale and wholesale--retail organizations have carried out a num 
ber of measures jointly with associations of UkSSR Minlegprom to study demand, 
including 489 consumer conferences and about 1,000 display-sales. More than 
20,000 consumers were surveyed, and more than 4,600 experimental lots of goods 
were sold. As a result 1,703 products were withdrawn from production because 
they did not meet the requirements of consumer demand with respect to models, 
styles and the materials used, and to replace them 4,450 new products of light 
industry were introduced in the improved assortment. 


We conduct artistic-technical councils with personnel in industry, we select 
the best prototypes of goods to be put into production and for large-scale man- 
ufacture. The assortment of consumer goods is consequently expanding and un- 
dergoing renewal, and the output of products bearing the Quality Emblem and 

the code "N" [new] on the article is increasing substantially. Enterprises 
like the Kiev "Kiyevlyanka" Knitwear Factory, the Voroshilovgrad Knitwear Fac- 
tory, the Kiev "Yunost'” Sewn Garment Association, the Lvov "Progress" Foot- 
wear Association, and the Tulchin Footwear Factory are considerably surpassing 
the average performance of the sector with respect to the share of products in 
the superior-quality category. 


Sales of particularly fashionable goods have in our republic been concentrated 
in specifically designated stores and manufacturers’ salons, which improves 
the quality of customer service. 


Taking Into Account the Capabilities of Production 


Enhancement of economic pressure toward improvement of the assortment and 
quality of the goods produced is yielding good results. On the basis of mate- 
rial from republic wholesa’e and wholesale-retail organizations the republic 
Mintorg submits recommendations for ahead-of-schedule discontinuation of the 
temporary higher prices for certain products bearing the code "N" on the arti- 
cle and also for reduction of wholesale prices if the demand for such goods is 
limited. For instance, the higher retail prices were discontinued ahead of 
schedule for 23 items in the assortment of sewn garments produced by the Kiev 
Sewn Garment Association imeni Smirnov-Lastochkin, the Drogobych, Chernovtsy, 
Vinnitsa, Lvov and Dnepropetrovsk Sewn Garment Associations, and others. Also 
prices were reduced on certain men's shirts, women's blouses and other goods. 
In all, the temporary prices of 45 articles were removed ahead of schedule. 


The 5-year agreements have called for specializativn of the production and 
output of goods to meet public demand more fully. For example, 














Ukropttekstil'torg managed to reach an agreement with the republic industrial 
associations and to organize production of waffle-weave toweling at the Do- 
netsk Cotton Combine. 


The output of portiere fabrics is also being increased substantially at the 
Lutsk Silk Combine. Production of blouse material, shirting and other fabrics 
of which there is a shortage on sale is being organized. 


The republic wholesale-retail association-firm "Odezhda," jointly with Ukr- 
trikotazhprom [Ukrainian Knitwear Industry], has taken up the problems in re- 
construction of the Berdyansk Knitwear Factory in order to increase the output 
of knitted underwear 25 percent over last year. The capacity of the Zhitomir 
Hosiery Factory is being increased by 3.% million pairs of children's kol- 
gotkas. The Rubezhnoye Hosiery Factory is increasing the production of ho- 
siery this year by 5.6 million pairs. 


Under agreements which have been concluded an effort is being made to put into 
effect container delivery of clothing from industrial enterprises and whole- 
sale depots directly to the retail network on hangers and packaged. This year 
stores will receive clothing in this form with 101.5 million rubles from 
wholesale depots and worth 19.2 million from industrial enterprises. 


Long-term planning affords the possibility of better mobilization of the pot- 
tential of both industry and trade. For the year 57.3 million rubles worth of 
durable consumer goods and housewares and 3.85 million rubles worth of goods 
of light industry were delivered for sale to the public over and above the 
plan. 


Creation of normal conditions for the market as a whole and for individual 
commodities depends in large part on consumer demand and sensible linkage into 
a unified whole the requests of consumers as to the assortment and quality of 
goods with the capabilities of industrial production. 


We are trying to resolve all these questions more successfully. But today the 
results of our joint activity do not afford the basis for complacency. 


A Contract and a Conversation 


The trade sector's declarations of need are not being fully satisfied for many 
items in the assortment. The output of certain necessities and goods in great 
demand is not growing rapidly enough: to be specific, cotton, linen and natu- 
ral silk fabrics, photographic supplies, albums and pads and similar articles, 
household soap, wallpaper, lumber and others. The trade sector's need for 
these goods is being met at a level between 30 and 70 percent. 


Unfortunately, a number of branches and enterprises in the industrial sector 
are committing breaches of contract discipline and are not making full deliv- 
eries of goods according to the agreed assortment and quality, and are acting 
on their own in manufacturing products which are very difficult to sell. For 
instance, enterprises of the republic's Minlegprom fell short of the agreed 

assortment as follows: 13 million rubles worth of sewn garments, 62 million 











worth of leather footwear, 15.4 million worth of knitwear, and 45 million ru- 
bles worth of woolen fabrics. At the same time other articles for which the 
demand is limited were produced over and above the agreed amounts. 


There are still many complaints us to the quality and external appearance of 
the goods produced. Following the wholesale-industrial fairs producers sub- 
stitute as much as 40 percent of the agreed assortment, and they also depart 
from the established models and samples, which results in returns and rejects. 
These complaints pertain not only to enterprises in our own republic, but of- 
ten other republics as well. 


Surpluses of ready-to-wear clothing that have built up in the republic are 
causing alarm. In the retail trade network there are above-allowance remain- 
ders of fabrics produced by the Kustanay, Kirghiz and Chernogorsk Worsted 
Cloth Combines and the Baku Lightweight Cloth Combine. Monotony of items, de- 
signs, finishing and colors is a typical peculiarity of fabrics delivered by 
the Dunayevstsy Factory in Dunayevstsy, Khmelnitskiy Obiast; and a number of 
fabrics manufactured by the Lutsk, Darnitskiy and Cherkassy Combines are not 
selling. 


Can trade set up a barrier to such goods so that they do not reach store 
shelves? It must! But at present, unfortunately, the barriers are not strong 
enough: disputes over this matter with industry are by no means always solved 
to the customer's advantage. Trade organizations must, of course, show more 
scrupulousness in thesse matters. But the other side of the matter is equally 
important in my view: to move on from mutual complaints to cooperation by mu- 
tual agreement. 


In short, there are many acute problems still in the production of goods and 
in performance of contracts for their delivery. This was covered rather fully 
in the recent All-Union Seminar in Sverd'ovsk devoted to increasing the pro- 
duction, expanding the assortment and improving the quality of goods. Im- 
provement and further development of long-term relations between trade and in- 
dustry, as our experience has shown, create favorable prerequisites for re- 
solving them. 


Lo-g-term relations are not a one-time campaign, but a painstaking and every- 
day effort by personnel in industry and trade to seek unused potential for 
more optimum use of raw materials and for improvement of trade services to the 
public. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


KA SSR GOSPLAN ACTIVITIES 
Alma-Ata NARODNOYE KHOZYAYSTVO KAZAKHSTANA in Russian No 7, Jul 82 pp 76-77 
[Text} [Milk Processing] 


The Collegium of KaSSR Gosplan took up material on utilization of secondary 
products of milk processing at enterprises of KaSSR Minmyasomolprom [ministry 
of meat and dairy industry]. 


It was noted that the ministry and associations of the dairy industry are 
still not doing enough to discover and utilize additional protein resources in 
manufacturing dairy products. For instance, the plan is regularly not being 
fulfilled for fat-free dairy products for the brancli as a whole and for most 
oblast dairy associations. More skimmed milk and buttermilk is being returned 
to milk suppliers than is allowed by standards. Extremely little is being 
used for industrial processing of whey. 


At most enterprises the cheese whey and cream cheese whey is not being com- 
pletely separated, capacities for drying and condensing it are inadequate, and 
as a consequence a large amount of fat, protein and sugar is being lost. 


In order to improve the thorough processing of raw milk and on that basis to 
increase the production efficiency of milk processing enterprises the colle- 
gium imposed the following obligations on KaSSR Minmyasomolprom: 


i. to round out the processing of milk, to improve utilization of secondary 
products, to see that edible fat-free products are produced in the amount of 
118,000 tons in 1982 and to bring their output up to 130,000 tons by 1985; 


ii. to adopt the necessary measures for a considerable increase in the output 
of dried, enriched and condensed whey and to expand the assortment of products 
from defatted milk and buttermilk; 


iii. to bring fully up to rated capacity new capacities put into operation 
for the production of whole milk substitutes at the Yesil and Kustanay plants 
and to improve attainment of rated capacities at existing enterprises; 


iv. KaSSR Ministry of Food Industry and the KaSSR Union of Consumer Coopera- 
tives are to reach agreement with Minmyasomolprom and to submit to KaSSR 














Gosplan proposals for increasing the volume of processing of whey at enter- 
prises of the bread-bvaking industry; 


v. KaSSR Ministry of Trade is to improve the trade in defatted dairy products 
and to create conditions necessary for preserving its marketability and prod- 
uct characteristics. 


[Net Output Indicator] 


The Collegium of KaSSR Gosplan examined and adopted proposals of the Ministry 
of Highways, Ministry of Motor Transport, Goskin«w [State Committee for Cinema- 
tography], Goskomizdat [State Committee for Publishing Houses, Printing Plants 
and the Book Trade], Ministry of Housing and Municipal Services, Ministry of 
Land Reclamation and Water Resources, Goskomsel‘khoztekhnika and KaSSR Minis- 
try of Local Industry, which had been cleared with KaSSR State Committee for 
Prices, on conversion of subordinate industrial enterprises to use of the nor- 
mative net output indicator in planning and evaluating economic performance 
beginning in the second half of 1982. 


KaSSR ministries and departments have been assigned for 1982 (those industrial 
enterprises which hav* been converted) the volume of normative net output in 
comparable standards as of 1 January 1982, the rise of labor productivity and 
the standard wage for industrial production personnel per ruble of net norma- 
tive output. 


It was recommended that the summary department of the national economic plan, 
the department for improvement of management and economic methods of guidance, 
and the department fo: labor and wages, jointly with the sectoral departments 
of KaSSR Gosplan exteiid practical aid to ministries and departments under re- 
public jurisdiction in completing the transition to operation according to ~ne 
new indicator. 


[Incentive Funds] 


The Collegium of KaSSR Gosplan has approved for the 1981-1985 period rates for 
formation of incentive funds and the absolute size of those funds, previously 
cleared with the Kazakh Trade Union Council, KaSSR Ministry of Finance and the 
respective ministries and departments of the republic, by types of activity of 
ministries and departments under republic jurisdiction and also rates of for- 
mation of production development funds and their absolute size for ministries 
and departments under republic jurisdiction. 


{Regional Development ] 


The Collegium of KaSSR Gosplan has examined and approved the general outline 
of the chart for development and location of the productive forces of KaSSR 
over the period up to the year 2000, the program and procedural method for 
drafting the chart for d« elopment and location of productive forces of KaSSR 
in which the principal TPK [regional industrial complex], oblasts and the city 
of Alma-Ata are given separately over the period up to the year 2000, which 
were submitted by the Scientific Research and Experimental Institute of |’lan- 
ning and Standards of KaSSR Gosplan. 





[Bread Consumption] 


The Collegium of KaSSR Gosplan took up the question of more economical consump- 
tion of bread and bread-and-roll products in Aktyubinsk and Karaganda Oblasts. 


In its decree tne collegium proposed that present shortcomings in economical 
consumption of bread and bread-and-roi!l products be corrected more rapidly. 
Namely: 


i. achieve bulk storage of flour, introduction of progressive manufacturing 
processes, utilization of milk whey and other enriching agents in breadbaking; 


ii. furnish enterprise laboratories the necessary equipment, monitoring and 
measuring instruments, vessels and reagents. Monitor more closely adherence 
to the requirements of maiufacturing processes, achieve improved quality of 
bread and bread-and-roll products. Achieve introduction of installations for 
acceptance and storage of milk whey for its maximum use in breadbaking; 


iii. retail trade enterprises in the network and food service industry, the 
trade sector and oblast unions of consumer cooperatives are to adhere strictly 
to rules for acceptance, storage and sale of bread. 


COPYRIGHT: “Narodnoye khozyaystvo Kazakhstana", 1982 
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CONSUMZR GCOGOS PRODUCTION AND DISTRISUTION 


PEOB'.EMS ON KOLKHOZ MARKETS DETAILED 
Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 3 Sep 82 p 2 


[Article by S, Levashova, PRAYDA UKRAINY special correspondent, Vinnitsa: 
"The vdlarket Demands Attention] 


[Text] Ah, how fine the kolkhoz markets are these autumn days in Vinnitsa! 
The eyes take a rum: pyramids cf tomatoes burn with a hot flame, peppers and 
cabbages tinted æ bright gay green, glow with a deep purple shine. And the 
dense dark satin of watermelon is suddenly replaced by the cheery variegated 
yellow chintz of the kolkhoznitsa cantaioupe. And all is so fresh, succulent 
and bright--one's hands involuntarily stretch out to touch all this beauty. 


You only need to let your eyes dwell on particularly pleasing tomatces or can- 
talovpe that catches your fancy for the melodious voice of the saieswoman to 
be heard at chat very instant: 


"Now why don't you take a beautiful cantaloupe! Just for you. Take it, don't 
have doubts. May all your life be as beautiful and smooth as that cantaloupe.” 
You really didn't plan on buying a cantaloupe, but it is simply impossible to 
resist: the produc«c is fine, and the saleswoman is gay. And who would refuse 
having his life beautiful and smooth?... 


I understand, of course, that a saicaswoman like this with her little refrains 
and sayings is altogether impossio'!2 in a modern supermarket or department 
store. But how at times one wishes to be met there with that same cheerful- 
ness and solicitousness. Even suppose that solicitousness is motivated by 
self-interest, as it is in the case of the old woman in the market, but let it 
be there nevertheless. 


Yet all this is leericism. Now to the point. An invigoration prevails these 
days in the managemeact of markets: there is fervent discussion of the decree 
of the party and government on additional measures to expand food sales by 
kolkhozes, sovkhozes and other agricultural enterprises to consumer coopera- 
tive organizations and on kolkhoz markets. There is inevitably discussion of 
the initiative of the Saratov deputies, which started a nationwide campaign un- 
der the slogan: "Preserve Everything That Has Been Grown!" After all, the 
work of market depends in large part on how it is aided by the local soviets. 

















The more produce is preserved through the efforts of the deputies and the ak- 
tiv, the more will also reach the markets. That is why the gratifying recent 
news is not only being discussed right now in management of the Vinnitsa mar- 
kets, but the first steps are also being taken to carry out the decree. Fer 
example, Vasiliy Sergeyevich Pavlenko, director of the Vinnitsa Central Market, 
has just returned from a meeting of the Nemirovskiy Rayon Ispolkom, where the 
question of setting up kolkhoz trade at a market in the oblast center was dis- 
cussed. We repeat that these are only the very first steps. A great deal re- 
mains to be done: to build, to organize, to adjust, and all so that markets 
become kolkhoz markets in the true sense of the word. 


After all, see what happened before. Kolkhoz members, owners of gardens in 
the city, private farms, collective orchards and, let's face it, dealers have 
been doing business on the market. The kolkhozes, which might have brought 
their produce in large quantities and thereby immediately brought down prices, 
hardly came to the markets. In Vinnitsa, for example, at one time they even 
took down the license numbers of kolkhoz trucks coming to the markets, and 
then they punished farm managers for that. This was done, of course, with the 
noble purpose of preventing trucks from being diverted from the harvest ef- 
fort. The harvest is, of course, the primary task. But sometimes one simply 
has to make a decision as a good manager whether less will be lost by divert- 
ing the truck for a day or two to travel to the market or to allow tons of to- 
matoes to rot which have not been purchased by procurement organizations or 
simply have grown so abundantly that there simply is nowhere to put them on 
the farm. Incidentally, the markets now have a service bureau where one can 
sell produce at a good price (but below the market price), to receive the 
money and that way to avoid having to keep one's people and truck in the city. 


Now this obstacle has been removed. The kolkhoz market will become truly a 
kolkhoz market. After all, in the second quarter of this year the country's 
markets sold 1,443.2 million rubles worth of farm products, but kolkhozes ac- 
counted for only 7.44 million of this. And, which is particularly important, 
fruit and vegetables will not rot on the farms. They can be sold on the mar- 
kets. 


The republic's trade ministry is now taking care to determine which farms in- 
tend to trade on the market and who will be able to sell what and at what 
times. An effort is being made, and this is the main thing, to do everything 
to attract kolkhozes and sovkhozes to organize trade on the market, to carry 
on trade on commission, and to set aside space for this purpose. Later the 
ministry intends to join each of the local soviets in drafting multiannual 
plans for the development of the market, so that it is possible to realisti- 
cally assess what has been done, what is yet to be done, and where it makes 
sense to build and organize various things. 


To be sure, much yet remains to be done to accomplish all this. In the Vin- 
nitsa markets, for example, it is rather complicated for the kolkhozes to 
trade in anything at present: there are few stands with pits for selling 
melons. And things are rather cramped at "Urozhay"--there are more stores 
there for selling industrially produced goods than space for farm produce. 
The management of markets and the directors--V. S. Pavlenko of the Central 











Market and A. I. Kremenskiy of "Urozhay"--plan to recruit kolkhozes and sov- 
khozes for construction of stands, and to obtain “backing™ from them mainly in 
the form of building materials. Just so this is done without hesitation. 

More expeditiously then, say, the bureau of commercial services has been cre- 
ated in the "Urozhay™ Market--for several months now it has been in the orga- 
nizaticnal stage. 


In general construction at markets--and by all appearances after adoption of the 
decree on expansion of kolkhoz trade it will also have to expand--has up to 
now been a very problematical affair. As a rule the administration of the 
markets has had money, the problem lay elsewhere: building contractors, build- 
ing materials, certain financial restrictions related to the two forms of own- 
ership—-state and kolkhoz-cooperative. 


The measures outlined by the party and government should change the attitude 
toward this effort on the part of all institutions and organizations connected 
in one way or another with construction, the rendering of services and provi- 
sion of amenities in our markets. In Kiev, for example, they were able to 
build a market pavilion quickly and easily in Tuluza Street in Leningradskiy 
Rayon. Mainly because the party raykom and rayispolkom undertook the matter 
with vigor and expeditiously solved the problem. An example worth imitating. 


The new decree of the party and government also resolves another question: very 
important to the markets--the hauling of produce from other oblasts. This 
summer the Kherson local authorities, for example, prohibited the hauling of 
early potatoes out of their oblast, saying that they were affected by the po- 
tato moth. Maybe they had detected this moth, maybe not, but they did 
frighten many people away from doing trade on the market. 


Things like this happen rather often. Im some places they do nwt even say 

an: ching about moths--they institute a ban, and that is all. A paradoxical 
situation comes about. The Vinnitsa market, for examp).e, has nonstaff inspec- 
tors both in our own oblast and in many neighboring ones, as well as in Mol- 
davia--that is the way commercial relations have come about traditionally. 
Through them the market sends ovt invitations to those who carry on trade, 
communicates prices to them and so on. People travel to Vinnitsa on an alto- 
gether legitimate basis, with all the documents they need ... and they end up 
being offenders. Quite the opposite result thus comes about--speculators and 
dealers have still been on the market, but honorable kolkhoz members have 
shrunk back: even if they have begun to feed these vegetables to the live- 
stock. And then the nonstaff inspectors--on whom the market relies--have been 
put in an awkward position. 


They were to tell me: what is the point of these discussions when the decree 
of the party and government clearly state that “unjustified restriction should 
not be allowed against the sale ... and hauling of this produce (vegetables) 
outside the oblast, kray and republic." So now several local comrades have 
already seized upon the word "unjustificd,” preferring rigid administrative 
measures to astute organization of trade and explanatory work with people. 
They clearly intend to "justify" and to impose restrictions. And local sovi- 
ets still have quite a bit to do to skillfully regulate the mandatory prior 
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sale of products through state deliveries and their sale to the cooperative 
system and deliveries to the market. 


The decree on marketr has naturally touched upon only the main issues. There 
are many other problems that still have to be dealt with. For example, how 
are two or three people on a kolkhoz to reach the market? They do not always 
have their own vehicle, the kolkhoz vehicle cannot always be allocated, and 
not all markets have vehicles. This is where the experience of Kuybyshev Ob- 
last comes in handy. The Kuybyshev transport workers have organized freight 
and passenger routes--buses converted for freight make the rounds at a time 
specifically agreed on. This experience is fully applicable under the condi- 
tions of any oblast. 


The elementary condition for attracting those who are to trade on the market 
(and the more they bring, the lower the prices) is countertrade in industri- 
ally produced goods. Formally this trade is carried on on all markets. It is 
even given disproportionate space on the Vinnitsa markets. But what are the 
stores selling? Very often things which the customer would not agree to buy 
if he were somewhere else. Perhaps local soviets should explore the potential 
for selling goods which are more marketable to people who come from the coun- 
try with their produce. 


The problem of pan balances has become difficult to resolve. The republic's 
markets have less than half what they should have. And the balances are being 
manufactured by only one plant--in Dnepropetrovsk. And now there is a short- 
age. 


In short, there are quite a few problems on the kolkhoz markets. There is a 
need for people, for transport, allocations of special clothing, repair work- 
ers and materials for repairs, and many, many other things. But all this, as 
tney say, will come in time. The main thing is that party and Soviet authori- 
ties have to pay constant attention to the kolkhoz markets, manage them as- 
tutely, and then the kolkhoz market will begin to operate as it should in car- 
rying out the Food Program. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


INITIATIVES TO BOOST FOOD CUTPUT DESCRIBED 
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 18 Aug 82 p 2 


[Text] The opportunity and potential that exist for increas- 
ing the efficiency of agricultural production, the food manu- 
facturing industry and other branches of the agroindustrial 
complex need to be utilized in every possible way and the 
maximum return obtained from the production and technical po- 
tential. (Excerpt from the USSR Food Program for the Period 
Up to the Year 1990) 


Collectives of food industry administrations of Krasnodar and 
Stavropol Krayispolkoms and Rostov, Volgograd, Voronezh and 
Novosibirsk Oblispolkoms have launched a valuable initiative: 

to overfulfill the target of the llth Five-Year Plan by im- 
proved utilization of existing capacities, through recon- 
struction and retooling of enterprises, and through fuller 

use of local sources of raw materials. 


A decision has been made to produce in the current 5-year period an additional 
15,105 tons of confections (including 3,527 tons of hard and chewy fruit can- 
dies, 1,983 tons of honey biscuits and cakes, 5,744 tons of cookies and small 
cakes, and 1,238 tons of sunflower halvah), 9,526 tubes of fruit and vegeta- 
ble pastes, 36,274,000 bottles of mineral water, 1,619 tons of mayonnaise, 
12,000 tons of fruit powders, and other products. 


In all, the initiators will produce additional products totaling more than 74 
million rubles in value. 


The food problem, it was pointed out at the May (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee, is the central problem of the current decade in both the eco- 
nomic and the political areas. Fulfillment and overfulfillment of annual 
plans and the plan of the llth Five-Year Plan as a whole are a pledge to its 
successful accomplishment. 


As noted in a session of the Presidium of the RSFSR Council of Ministers, the 
food industry has been given an important place in the fullest satisfaction of 
the needs of the public for foodstuffs. Im the llth Five-Year Plan all its 
brenches are to continue their growth at a faster-than-average pace, especially 
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those in which the bulk of output comes from local sources of raw materials. 
The volume of commodity Output will rise 14.5 percent in the administration of 
food industry under local jurisdiction in RSFSR alone. 


The creative approach to carrying out the Food Program has been shown by the 
Soviet people. Thousands of collectives have joined the All-Union Campaign 
under the motto: “Preserve Everything Grown!" They are organizing a campaign 
against losses of farm products, and they are adjusting the operation of pro- 
curement, transport and trade organizations without a hitch. The initiative 
of collectives of food industry administrations of six of the largest krays 
and oblasts in RSFSR naturally became part of the stream of this long-range 
campaign which began on the initiative of people's deputies in Saratov Oblast. 
They have drafted a broad system of measures whose accomplishment will make it 
possible to overfulfill the target of the llth Five-Year Plan for the output 
of various foodstuffs which are still scarce from local raw materials and also 
the output of products in the traditional local assortment. As an analysis 
has shown, even in the next few years the local food industry is able to com- 
pletely satisfy the consumers’ demand for honeycakes and biscuits, bread rings, 
mineral water and other products. 


"The intended growth of the volume of production,” it was stated in the ses~ 
sion of the Presidium of the RSFSR Council of Ministers, “will be achieved by 
increasing the efficiency of existing capacities, through more thorough pro- 
cesssing of raw materials, by discovering additional sources of raw materials, 
and also through reconstruction and retooling of enterprises thanks to exten- 
sive use of loans from Gosbank. Low-waste and no-waste technologies are being 
given an important role in performing the obligations which have been under- 
taken.” 


Quite recently st enterprises of the dairy industry in the Kuban about 500,000 
tons of defatted milk and buttermilk were thrown out without being used every 
year, along with 300,000 tons of whey. At the local level they often did not 
know what to do with this river of milk. Now a process has been created which 
makes it possible to process the secondary raw material on the spot. Use of 
skimmed milk and buttermilk to make cream cheese and fermented milk products 
affords the possibility of assigning to food purposes a sizable additional 
amount of whole milk. Or take the wastefree technology for processing vegeta- 
bles and fruit. The construction of two dozen specialized shops planned in 
Krasnodar Kray will make it possible to bring the output of powders containing 
sugar and products in which they are used up to 11,500 tons, which is no small 
additional source of raw materials for confectioners. The people in Stavropol 
Kray have begun to organize production of apple-pectin puree from pressings, 
and this can in turn be used to make hard and chewy fruit candies. 


A notable place in the obligations of the initiators is given to increasing 
the output of food industry administrations on their own farms. For instance, 
the work force of the food industry in Novosibirsk plans through development 
of its own dairy farm to produce 500-600 tons of its own condensed milk a year 
and to produce 500,000 standard cans of its own meat and vegetables from meat 
raised on its subsidiary farms. When the swine complex is put into operation 
at the Orel Food Combine, the Voronezh administration intends to obtain 950 
tons of meat per year, which it will use to make sausages. 
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Complexes are being developed successfully for raising greens, berries, and 
horseradish at the Semikarakorsk, Krasnosulinsk and Azov Food Combines of the 
Rostov Food Industry Administration. This and also substantial expansion of 
the network of procurement stations for purchasing from individuals mushrooms, 
berries, nuts and other products which grow wild constitute the basis for the 
additional output of hard and chewy fruit confections. In addition, a deci- 
sion has been made at the Aksay Food Combine to erect four more shops in this 
5-year period for the »roduction of fruit powders in addition to the capaci- 
ties the combine already has. 


It is important to note the following fact: the initiative of collectives in 
the food industry to overfulfill the targets of the 5-year period has received 
effective aid from party and Soviet authorities at the local level. 


Every action which activates internal potential deserves support. The initia- 
tive of the Krasnodar and Stavropol people, and the people of Rostov, Volgo- 
grad, Voronezh and Novosibirsk, which has been approved by the Presidium of 
the RSFSR Council of Ministers, deserves the widest dissemination. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


REPUBLIC TRADE MINISTERS ON FOOD TRADE 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA in Russian 14 Sep 82 p 2 


[Article excerpting statements by V. Azan, M. Ivanov and M. Cholak, LaSSR, 
KaSSR and MSSR trade ministers, respectively: "Following the Example of the 
Initiators"] 


[Text] V. Azan, LaSSR Trade Minister 


In an expanded session of the trade ministry's collegium and the presidium of 
the republic trade union committee specific measures were outlined to perferm 
the tasks set by the May (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. A plan 
was drawn up of measures to improve the food trade and to reduce food losses 
on the basis of proposais and progressive know-how of the best collectives of 
trade and food service enterprises. 


Direct relations with the plants of the food industry, with kolkhozes and sov- 
khozes, and with other enterprises of the agroindustrial complex are develop- 
ing and improving. Trade workers in Yurmala, for example, have decided to ex- 
pand nezrly 1.5-fold by the end of the 5-year period acceptance of vegetables 
and potatoes directly on farms and to improve their storage and processing. 

An up-tc-date shop for partially prepared vegetable products has been put into 
opet aticn here. 


An additional 4,400 tons of meat products and 175,000 tons of dairy products 
are planned this year alone by virtue of optimem utilization of milk and meat 
resources in their processing. By the end of the 5-year period we plan to ob- 
tain from the republic's ministry of food industry what is required to meet 
the demand for rolls and fancy baked goods weighing more than 500 grams. 


A number of measures have been outlined t> improve the operation of food- 
stores. By the end of the 5-year period the network of supermarkets is to in- 
crease by five stores thanks to reconstruction, and new supermarkets will also 
be built so that they exist in every microdistrict of the capital and other 
cities under republic jurisdiction. Foodstores will be bolstered with new re- 
frigerating equipment. The packaging and delivery of products in display con- 
tainers will expand. This will make it possible to reduce their losses en 
route. We are setting the task of achieving a saving of produce over the al- 
lowances for natural loss. At present these losses are still high, especially 
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in Riga's food marts (pishchetorgi): often twice as high as in cities under 
republic jurisdiction. It has been calculated that every vear more than 5 
million rubles worth of food are written off in the republic in accordance 
with those allowances. The task has been set of reducing this figure by 20-25 
percent and of thereby saving more than 1 million rubles worth of produce. 


Unfortunately, industry is still far from satisfying our needs for packaged 
goods, which is a reason for large losses. But trade organizations themselves 
are at times paying insufficient attention to development of centralized pack- 
aging in their own warehouses. In Riga'’s Administration of Local Markets, for 
example, only 13 percent of produce is packaged in this way, while the capac- 
ity that exists is being utilized at a level of only 23 percent. 


The trade ministry has demanded that this situation be corrected at the earli- 
est date. 


The personnel of the republic's food service industry also face large tasks. 
The network of piroshki, pelmeni, doughnut and crepes shops and specialized 
snack bars using inexpensive raw materials which are not from allocated stocks 
and which are so popular in our republic is increasing. There will be half 
again as many fine grocery stores and grocery departments as in the previous 
5-year period, especially in plants, factories and educational institutions. 
Sales to the public of partially prepared foods, fine groceries, confections 
and products made with flour will amount to 24 million rubles this very year. 
This is considerably more than last year. 


Optimum sizes of main courses and vegetables, taking into account their nutri- 
tional value and also customer demand, have been worked out in the food ser- 
vice industry with a view to economical food consumption. The output of cakes 
and pastries using marmalade and jam, nut mixtures and other local products 
will be increased. 


As it creates all the necessary material and organizational prerequisites, the 
republic's trade ministry is introducing a system for following up on punctual 
performance of all the measures outlined. The meeting of targets under the 
Food Program will be taken into account in totaling up the results of social- 
ist competition among collectives in the trade sector. 


M. Ivanov, KaSSR Trade Minister 


The tasks set in the Food Program for increasing food resources and for their 
economical and efficient consumption are at the center of our attention. The 
ministry has drafted the relevant plans, and they are already being imple- 
mented. 


in the first half of the year six new subsidiary farms were created in the 
state trade system, so that there are now 60 of them. There are 20,600 hogs 
being fattened, 9,600 more than at the beginning of the year. 


Measures are being carried out jointly with food ministries toward more opti- 
mum use of food resources. In 7 months it has been possible to save 12,600 
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tons of meat by improving the meat processing technology, through beiter use 
of edible offals, and by using protein raw materials in the production of sau- 
sages. Having increased the sales of baked bread, flour sales were cut back 
1,700 tons. At food service enterprises, which have revised the assortment of 
confections and the technology of przparing them, they have managed to save 
more than 100 tons of butter. 


In the current year we anticipate that considerably more pome and drupe fruits, 
grapes and potatoes will be purchased than last year. By the end of the year 
we anticipate exceeding the food resource plan by 35 million rubles. This to- 
tal could be higher if the Ministry of Fishing Industry fulfilled all its ob- 
ligations. It is selling only'5-7 frozen fish items and is not producing ei- 
ther partially prepared foods or specialty food items. 


The substantial increase in the production of partially prepared foods for the 
food service industry will contribute to more effective utilization of produce. 
By the end of the 5-year period we will increase their share in the total vol- 
ume of use as fullows: up to 90 percent for meat products, 80 percent for 
fish, 80 percent for cleaned vegetables, and 66 percent foi cleaned potatoes. 


More attention is being paid to development of our trade in markets. To that 
end the network of kolkhoz markets and commercial services bureaus is being 
expanded, and their operation is being improved. The sale of produce in mar- 
kets, according to preliminary calculations, will increase by 22 million ru- 
bles over 1981. 


The consumer cooperative system will make a solid contribution: this year it 
will purchase more than last year from individvals: 20,000 tons of meat and 
30,000 tons of dairy products. 


M. Cholak, MSSR Trade Minister 


We in the ministry and those in trade organizations are all concerned with 
improving the preservation of foodstuffs and with their more thrifty and effi- 
cient use. Store collectives have discussed the appeal of LiSSR trade workers, 
it encountered a warm response and businesslike support. Stores selling bread, 
for instance, have begun to study demand more thoroughly and to submit decla- 
ations of need to suppliers on the basis of selling everything by the end of 
the day. A third of the bread is transported at night, and in the morning 
customers receive it fresh. The fact that 91 percent of the bread is now be- 
ing manufactured in weights of 800, 500 grams or less, instead of kilogram 
loaves, have had a substantial impact toward reduction of bread consumption. 


In all foodstores refrigeration has been installed so as to entirely eliminate 
the spoilage of produce. The scheduling service is playing a large role in 
making the transport of perishable goods more orderly. We are gratified by 
the work of this service, say, in the Frunze Association "Prodtovary" in the 
city of Kishinev. Here dispatchers efficiently regulate the shipment of goods 
so that demand is satisfied and inventories do not exceed the allowed limits. 
thereby preventing spoilage of produce. 
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Prior packaging is contributing to economical consumption of foodstuffs. Un- 
fortunately, as a rule they have to be weighed in advance in the trade sector; 
industry is very little concerned with this. The ministry of food industry 
has still not organized the packaging of granulated sugar at its enterprises. 
It is packaged only in the trade system, and this makes appreciable losses in- 
evitable. The plants deliver us granulated sugar in bags, and however care- 
fully one pours it out, some still remains in the bag, and also a certain 
amount is spilled. This adds up to tens of tons a year. It is the same thing 
with flour and hulled products. The procurements ministry is not packaging 
more than 8 percent of their total quantities; the remainder is shipped to us 
in bags. As calculations show, after flour is poured out of the bag, approxi- 
mately 130 grams remain. And we receive several thousaad bags of flour for 
packaging. The losses are easily calculated. 


Since, as we see, the potential still exists for combating losses of food- 
stuffs, we will also be persistent in striving to activate that potential, 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


CUSTOMERS COMPLAIN, DEPUTY MINISTER RESPONDS 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA in Russian 29 Jul 82 p 2 


[Article by Z. Gorchakova, A. Petrov and I. Zmushko based on interviews with 
customers in stores, and a comment by N. I. Komissarov, RSFSR deputy minister 
of fruit and vegetable industry: "The Purchase Does Not Bring Joy"™] 


[Text] “Are you satisfied with the selling of vegetables?" was the question 
which our correspondents put to customers in three stores in Leningrad, Kirov 
and Ul ‘yanovsk. 


Zinaica Grigor'yevna Fadeyeva, a retired woman, in Leningrad: 


“I cannot complain. Since the beginning of May we have had fresh cucumbers on 
sale every day, and cabbage and radishes were available early. Now you see 
they are selling tomatoes and vegetable marrow. But if you want to buy green 
onions or cabbage, you have to go to another store (there are none here) and 
again stand in line. You must stand a third time to get tomatoes. If you 
manage to find them. As for dill and potatoes, you can buy them only in the 
market." 


Praskov'ya Nazarovna Kropacheva, engineer, in Kirov: 


"I live right next to the market; it has an abundant assortment, the quality 
is good, but the prices are simply outrageous. They could be ‘beaten down’ if 
there were large-scale trade in vegetables in state stores. But you need only 
to look at the branch of the ‘Fruit and Vegetable’ store, which is located 
right here in the market. It has only canned goods, last year's beets, cucum- 
bers allowed to grow too large and marked-down radishes--7 kopecks per kilo- 
gram. It is clear that this kind of ‘inexpensiveness' is not capable of bring- 
ing down prices in the market. And I would also like to say: the personnel 
in vegetable stores are not polite enough or solicitous enough; they are not 
civil in their work." 


Lyubov’ Nikolayevna Poprova, bookkeeper, in Ul'yanovsk: 
"In our city you can buy everything, but you must have good legs, strorg 


nerves and time to burn: there is not a full assortment in any singl¢ store. 
You can hardly see any vegetable stands or booths in the city. The number of 
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clerks in the stores is also limited; there are not enough of them; the work- 
ers are quitting. But there are also cases when one clerk is handling greens, 
which sell well, and he has a line, while his colleague at the next counter has 
no goods, and he is bored with nothing to do. Why is the work organized so 
strangely, I do not mean to pass judgment, but the absurdity is ridiculous." 


Deputy Minister's Comment 


This year RSFSR cities are receiving appreciably more vegetables than last 
year. For example, by 19 July of this year last year's figures had been ex- 
ceeded by 20,000 tons. 


Store shelves in most cities now have a sufficient quantity %f cabbage, cucum- 
bers, vegetable marrow, green onions and other green crops. The arrival of 
vegetables and above all tomatoes is growing day by day. The “Astrakhan Mar- 
ket Garden" is gaining strength. It will give the republic 415,000 tons of 
tomatoes. This considerably exceeds last year's level. Tomatoes and water- 
melons from the Volga Delta are going to the major cities-—-Moscow, Leningrad, 
Sverdlovsk, Chelyabinsk, Perm, Kazan, Kirov and many others. 


Quite a bit has also been done to improve the organization of the trade in 
vegetables. For the republic's ministry of fruit and vegetable industry alone 
the trade network in this season has been practically doubled: to the 2,700 
permanent stores more than 1,250 fruit and vegetable open markets, booths and 
stands have been added along with almost 1,500 places where goods are carried 
or hauled for sale. 


At the same time we cannot but admit the validity of the complaints of cus- 
tomers, specifically those expressed in the published interviews. Above all 
concerning the assortment of goods in the stores: it is in fact incomplete, 
especially toward the end of the workday, and as a result to obtain the vege- 
tables he needs a customer sometimes must visit several different sales 
points. Such maladjustments occur because in a number of cities the schedul- 
ing service is operating poorly or has not been organized at all; its intro- 
duction has been urgently recommended by the ministry of fruit and vegetable 
industry. 


There is also evidence of the fact that the trade in fruit and vegetables is 
not receiving vegetables from sovkhozes and kolkhozes in sufficient quantities. 
As the flow of produce increases, the assortment in the stores should improve. 


L. N. Poprova of Ul'yanovsk indicates improper organization of trade in the 
city's vegetable stores. This reproach is also valid. If one clerk is busy, 
and a second is not, then assistance to the former must be organized immedi- 
ately. Regulating the work of clerks is the responsibility of the store man- 
ager, who must spend a large part of the workday on the salesfloor, must imme- 
diately eliminate lines and not allow the smallest manifestation of rudeness 
on the part of clerks. Those are the rules of trade. Customers themselves 
can be of great help in the effor: to see that they are strictly observed. 
Their notifications sent to our ministry will always be carefully examined. 
The necessary steps are taken concerning them. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


MINISTRIES RESPOND TO ARTICLES IN THE PRESS 
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 26 Aug 82 p 1 


[Responses to IZVESTIYA article entitled "The Green Conveyor": "The Effec- 
tiveness of IZVESTIYA"] 


[Text] USSR Minsel'khoz [Ministry of Agriculture] and USSR Minzhivmash [Mir- 
istry of Machinebuilding for Animal Husbandry and Fodder Production] have re- 
sponded to the article entitled "The Green Conveyor." 


Work will be speeded up to create fundamentally new equipment for drying fod- 
der grasses artificially. 


The USSR Ministry of Agriculture considers that the issue of speeding up de- 
velopment of driers for drying grain, feed and other agricultural produce by 
contact adsorption removal of water has been correctly posed in the article 
(No 165/166). The ministry has approved a plan for scientific research and 
development which began to be carried out this very year. Deadlines were set, 
those who are to do the work in creating the new equipment have been desig- 
nated, experimental prototypes have been made, they have been tested, sources 
of financing have been determined, as have total costs. 


According to a report on the USSR Ministry of Machinebuilding for Animal Hus- 
bandry and Fodder Production, scientific research organizations in the sector, 
jointly with the Institute of Catalysis of the Siberian Department of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences and the Institute for Mechanization and Electrificztion of 
Agriculture of the Siberian Department cf VASKhNIL [All-Union Academy for Ag- 
ricultural Science imeni Lenin], have set up a laboratory stand for studying 
the drying of feed grasses by contact adsorption. Tests of the new process 
for drying grass will be conducted on that stand this year; development of de- 
sign documentation for an experimental installation is to be prepared accord- 
ing to the results ot those tests. 


Minelektrotekhprom [ministry of electrical equipment industry] has responded 
to the article entitled "Production of Goods Which the People Need Is Increas- 
ing at Enterprises in Kursk Oblast." The output of such goods is growing sub- 
stantially, and their assortment is expanding. 
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The ministry of electrical equipment industry has examined the article of Com- 
rade A. Gudkov, first secretary of the Kursk Oblast CPSU Committee 

(No 173/174). This year the sector's enterprises located in Kursk Oblast are 
manufacturing various durable consumer goods and housewares worch 9.8 million 
rubles, which exceed by more than 1 million rubles the level of the first year 
of the ]lith Five-Year Plan. In subsequent years the production of most of 
these goods will increase; to be specific, there are plans to increase the 
output of electric pumps for wells in the production association "Elektroagre- 
gat." 


The output of consumer goods is also being increased cunstantly by the "Akku- 
mulyator™ Plant. Aside from its principal product, it is producing abcut _° 
different household items. In 1979 this plant's manufacture of "Planeta" and 
A-316 batteries was terminated because in that period the production of bat- 
teries was concentrated at enterprises of the all-union production association 
“Soyuzelektroistochnik,” which made it possible to improve the quality of bat- 
teries, to reduce their production cost and to increase the volume of produc- 
tion. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


TSENTROSOYUZ RESPONDS TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA in Russian 24 Aug 82 p 1 


[Article by N. Supotnitskiy, deputy board chairman of Tsentrosoyuz: "To Those 
Who Live in the "Deep Interior'"] 


[Text] Jointly with Rospotrebsoyuz [RSFSR Union of Consumer Cooperatives] 
Tsentrosoyuz has taken up the questions raised in the article entitled "Vil- 
lage Stores in Pskov Oblast" (SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA, 6 July 1982) concerning 
the state of affairs in serving the rural population of Pskov Oblast. A re- 
port has been presented by V. D. Rozov, board chairman of the Pskov Oblast 
Union of Consumer Cooperatives, concerning the measures taken to improve ser- 
vice by the trade sector in the oblast. 


Plans for construction and reconstruction of retail trade enterprises in rural 
areas are now being carried out. The relative adequacy of salesfloor space 
per 1,000 rural inhabitants is 280 square meters, against a standard of 255. 
By 1985 this indicator will rise to 303 square meters. In order to supply 
small settlements which do not have a permanent trade network the union of 
consumer cooperatives has set up seven associations of “Avtoroznitsa" which 
have truck stores serving 2,589 settlements. There are plans to organize an- 
other four such associations. 


Given the limited stocks of a number of goods Rospotrebsoyuz is allocating to 
the Pskov Oblast Union of Consumer Cooperatives (as to other cooperative orga- 
nizations in the Nonchernozem Zone) stocks with preferential growth. 


The declarations of need of the consumer cooperative system have been fully 
covered this year for knitwear and sewn garments, leather and rubber footwear, 
commercial timber, lumber, cement, slate and window glass. 


In the first half of this year the consumer cooperative system was allocated 

an additional 1.47 million rubles worth of industrially manufactured goods, in- 
cluding cotton fabrics worth 180,000, linen fabrics worth 200,000, rubber foot- 
wear worth 100,000, housewares worth 140,000, and durable consumer goods worth 
850,000 rubles. 


The article was severe in raising the question of the supply of work clothing 
and footwear to the rural population of RSFSR. Rospotrebsoyuz has taken steps 
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to increase the flow of these goods into stores. At the request of RSFSR co- 
operative organizations the republic's gosplan has this year allocated fabrics 
on an earmarked basis for making up work clothing; an assignment has been dis- 
tributed among ministries for production of 6.9 million quilted jackets, 80 
percent of which will be delivered to cooperative organizations. This year 
Rospotrebsoyuz has been given larger allocations than last year for men's 
lined cotton suits, for which the increase was 700,000 rubles, men's trousers, 
an increase of 3.8 million rubles, women's rubber boots, an increase of 1 mil- 
lion rubles. 


Moreover, industrial processing of fabrics from market stocks in 1982 will re- 
sult in the manufacturing and delivery to Russia's cooperative organizations 
1.15 million quilted jackets, 40,000 canvas raincoats, 54,000 men's cotton 
trousers, and 600,000 pairs of gloves. Tsentrosoyuz has extended aid to the 
Russian Union of Consumer Cooperatives in replenishing resources of kersey 
boots by transferring them from other union republics. 


The problems raised in the article are typical not only of Pskov Oblast, but 
indeed of the entire Nonchernozem Zone of RSFSR and other regions of the coun- 


try. 


In this connection cooperative organizations are doing purposive work to carry 
out the decisions of the Second Assembly of the Tsentrosoyuz Council, 10th 
Convocation. Specifically, to improve trade services to inhabitants of small 
and remote places. 


Specific measures have been defined locally for improvement of the supply to 
the public of everyday necessities and to develop and strengthen the network 
of stores, and effective charts have been precisely worked out for development 
and location of retail trade enterprises up to the year 1990. Small stores 
previously closed without good reason are also being opened up again. 


In the decree referred to above the Tsentrosoyuz board has ordered Tsentro- 
soyuzproyekt [Tsentrosoyuz Project Planning Institute] to design stores for 
“Everyday Necessities" with a salesfloor area up to 100 square meters. 


In order to improve the organization of supply of necessities to stores of 
small and remote settlements in all oblasts of Russia, the Ukraine, Kazakhstan 
and other republics, specialized warehouses have been created in wholesale de- 
pots to supply “Everyday Necessities" stores. 


The number of truck stores to serve small settlements which do not have perma- 
nent stores is increasing. 


In a number of places the operation of shops accommodated in the home has been 
reestablished. 


As of 1 July of this year the problem of organizing the supply of necessities 
to small settlements had been solved in the Moldavian, Estonian and Lithuanian 
Unions of Consumer Cooperatives. But for most oblasts in Russia, the Ukraine, 
Belorussia, Kazakhstan and certain other republics this is still a 
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problematical issue, the reason being the large number of small settlements, 
the fact that they are scattered, the poor condition of the roads, and the 
shortage of truck stores and motor transpert. 


The problems of serving inhabitants of small and remote settlemercs are an in- 
tegral part of the effort being made by unions of consumer cooperatives in con- 
nection with comprehensive optisization of trade and are under the constant 

eye of Tsentrosoyuz. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


RSFSR MINISTER CONFERS BY RADIO HOOKUP 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA in Russian 4 Sep 82 p 2 


[Article by S. Skurikhina, SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA correspondent: "Time Does Not 
Wait!"] 


{Text} Responsible officials of RSFSR Ministry of Fruit and 
Vegetable Industry, RSFSR Ministry of Agriculture, the repub- 
lic's trade ministry, Rospotrebsoyuz [RSFSi Union of Consumer 
Cooperatives], the ministry of motor transjort, the ministry 
of railways, Soyuzglavtara [Mein Administriition of USSR Gos- 
plan for Interrepublic Deliveries of Containers], as well as 
senior officials of local subdivisions of Minplodoovoshchkhoz 
[ministry of fruit and vegetable industry], trade organiza- 
tions and agriculture. Vladimir Ivanovich Nauma, RSFSR min- 
ister of fruit and vegetable industry, led the conference. 


The minister: The share of the Minplodoovoshchkhoz system amounts to half of 
all purchases of vegetables in the republic and 60 percent of the fruit and 
berries. The figures on fulfillment of the targets assigned cannot make us 
cheerful. Procurement officials are being deployed especially slowly in Tan- 
bov, Orenburg, Tula, Kursk, Perm, Volgograd, Rostov, Voronezh and Lipetsk Ob- 
lasts, Krasnodar Kray, and Chechen-Ingush ASSR. Purchases of particular prod- 
ucts are going badly in some places. For instance, in Kabardino-Balkar ASSR 
the Mintorg [ministry of trade] system has procured 23 percent of the fruit 
and berries called for by the plan, the consumer cooperative system 26 per- 
cent, and "Plodoovoshchkhoz,” which is the principal procurement agency in 
that region, only 1 percent. Yet the working conditions of the procurement 
officers are the same in all systems. How in that case is one to explain the 
failure to meet the plan targets? Nothing but sluggishness.... 


Today we are hearing from the senior officials of certain associations about 
how their situation is developing with purchases, shipments, and the storage 
of vegetables in storage facilities. 


[Belgorod]: This is Vorobey speaking from Belgorod, chief of the oblast asso- 
ciation "Plodoovoshchkhoz.” In spite of the bad weather conditions, a good 
crop was raised: 7,400 tons of early vegetables were harvested, while the 
target was 6,700 tons. Sales of early potatoes have been twice as great as by 














the same date last year. Because of late ripening we are lagging in procure- 
ments of fruit: so far 7,000 tons less have been sold than at this time last 
year. The picking of fruit is in full swing at the present time. Of the 
6,000 tons called for by the plan we have shipped 2,000 tons to union and re- 
public stocks. Shipment is being held up because of the shortage of special- 
purpose cars with mechanical refrigeration. A meeting has been set for this 
very day in the railroad administration, and I think the issue will be settled. 
We will fulfill the plan in 15 days. We will also handle the additional as- 
sigament for shipment of fruit--4,000 tons. 


The storage of vegetables for the winter has begun. The storage depot has 
been fully prepared. A new cooler with a capacity of 8,000 tons has been put 
into service; we intend to put up cabbage, carrots and potatoes there. We 
will meet the storage targets entirely both with respect to quantities and the 
assigned assortment. 


The situation with canning is not all that it might be: only 8 of the 15 mil- 
lion standard cans were produced in August. 


The minister: You have overlooked another question which is the most disturb- 
ing of all: Belgorod is not keeping up with shipment of cucumbers to consum- 
ers in the Far North and the most important industrial centers in RSFSR. Only 
97 tons have been shipped, while the plan calls for 4,500 tons. And 4,584 
tons were purchased. "Plodoovoshchkhoz" is making no shipments at all, though 
the plan calls for 2,000 tons, and 3,411 tons were purchased. It has kept the 
entire stock to itself. This is not the state approach to the matter. You 
must make up what has been lost at the earliest date. 


[Unidentified voice]: I must report that for Minplodoovoshchkhoz as a whole 
the plan for cucumber procurements was fulfilled at a level of only 66 per- 
cent. Below the oblast level purchases are made in agroindustrial associa- 
tions (APO) of Ryazan, Volgograd, Rostov and Barnaul. At the same time be- 
cause the cucumbers were picked late and grew too large, they are not selling 
in those oblasts. There are quite a few examples where canning plants have 
refused to accept good produce that was up to standard. For instance, in Vo- 
ronezh Oblast the canning plant did not accept vegetables during almost half 
of August, and in Postov Oblast they refused to process scallop squash and cu- 
cumbers. I suggest that we hear from the people in Rostov. The question for 
you to answer is how are shipments going? 


[Rostov]: Il'‘inov speaking, chief of the oblast association "Plodoovoshch- 
khoz." We are shipping 300-350 tons of tomatoes a day. In September, assum- 
ing help from university students, we are planning to increase shipments to 
450 tons. At present fulfillment of the target assigned stands at 24 percent, 
but we will fulfill the plan by 15 September. We have delivered 654 tons of 
onions to union and republic consumers; this is, of course, a small amount, 
but the onion harvest is only beginning. As for cucumbers: they have been 
shipped to all consignees except the northern oblasts. We are in debt to Tyu- 
men and Magadan. In all, we have delivered 30,000 tons out of a shipment plan 
of 74,000 tons; this is 13,000 tons more than at the end of last August. 
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The minister: How is the plan being fulfilied for the canning industry? 


Il‘inov: The target for August was 45 million standard cans, and output was 
39 million. But in September we are making up the lag; the large-scale tomato 
harvest began only a week ago. 


The minister: We have a great many complaints about the quality of produce 
shipped by farms in Rostov Oblast. On 23 August, for example, Kozlov, chief 
of the Novgorod APO, telephoned and related this case. Two trucks loaded with 
cucumbers arrived from Depot No 3 of the Rostov Wholesale-Retail Association: 
49 percent of the load on one was below standard, and 51 percent was waste, 
and on the other 8 percent was below standard and 92 percent was waste. This 
is scandalous! Comrade Il'inov, check this out immediately and report who has 
been punished and at whose expense you intend to make up the loss the state 
has incurred. 


Product quality must be a particular concern in the case of storage. Last 
year's bad practice of storing produce at many depots without grading cannot 
be continued. At the Astrakhan Food and Vegetable Mart below-standard pota- 
toes were stored, waste amounted to 35.9 percent, and in addition there was 
11.4 percent dirt. In the Amursk association the pattern was the same: 39.9 
percent below standard and 10.5 percent dirt. This year the technology for 
storing produce must be adl:ered to unswervingly. 


There is yet another question I would like to dwell on. All plant and equip- 
ment was supposed to be ready for storage by 1 September. But according to 
reported data the readiness of storage facilities was only 92.8 percent in 
Ivanovo, 97.9 percent in Belgorod, and 50.8 percent in Dagestan. We are also 
seriously disturbed by the situation with new construction. According to the 
plan storage facilities with a capacity of 190,000 tons were to be built in 
1982 and put in operation, but in 8 months the capacity of storage facilities 
put into service was only slightly more than 4,000 tons. 


So, who is on the line now? 


[Volgograd]: Matov in Volgograd, deputy chief of the association. I agree 
with your criticism of us: at present the rate of harvesting the crop is low: 
our daily deliveries are 2,500-3,000 tons, but we have to achieve 5,000-5,500 
tons. Right now 11 combines are etarting to pick tomatoes and 11 are going to 
harvest carrots and beets, so that the output should increase. By 27 August 
we had procured 70,000 tons of vegetables. All the early and mid-season cab- 
bage has been harvested in the amount of 16,000 tons. The anticipated grous 
harvest of late varieties is 80,000-85,000 tons; we will accommodate 60, 000 
here, and we can ship 20,000-25,000 to those oblasts lacking cabbage. 


Now about storage: the state trade system has already stored the necessary 
quantity of cucumbers, and we are also coming to an end in a few days. The 
plan, calling for 2,200 tons, will be fulfilled. The pickling cf tomatoes has 
begun, as has the storage of onions, beets and carrots. We have frozen 80 
tons of sour cherries, 25 tons of Bulgarian peppers, and in September we will 
start freezing apples and tomatoes. 
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The minister: The association is behind in shipping tomatoes. Only 14,000 
tons, or 28 percent of the 50,000 tons called for in the plan, have been de- 
livered. Moscow has received from you only a third of the planned deliveries. 
None at all has been shipped to Leningrad. Nor have inhabitants of Vladimir, 
Smolensk, Tula, Kirov and other cities received any of your tomatoes and wa~ 
termelons. 


Matov: The delay is because of the ripening periods of the vegetables. 


The minister: The agreement was not to refer to the weather in today's con- 
ference. When will you correct the situation? 


Matov: Next week. 
The minister: One other question--How is trade going? 


Matov: As of today vegetable sales stand at 19,000 tons--3,000 tons more than 
by the same date last year. In August we fulfilled the plan for commodity 
sales. 


The minister: Unfortunately, all the associations did not successfully ful- 
fill the commodity sales plan. There was a lag in Ivanovo, Tambov, Kursk, 
Vladimir, Ryazan and Petrozavodsk. The reason was the extremely restricted 
assortment of fruit and vegetables and the poor organization of trade. I 
would like to illustrate this with a quote from a letter from Comrade Grigor'- 
yev in Vladimir. "In the spring the stores of the city fruit and vegetable 
mart had for sale cucumbers, cabbage, green onions and from time to time rad- 
ishes and beets, carrots, but now since Jume they have had only cucumbers. 
Store No 20, which is in the center of the city, has cucumbers and apples for 
sale, but for cabbage one must go across the street to this store's stand and 
again wait in line. If you also need potatoes, then you have to go around to 
the other side of that stand and wait in line again.” There is no question 
that complaints about customer service are inevitable when things are orga- 
nized the way they are in Vladimir. 


Now when the season has begun for large-scale harvesting of vegetables, cases 
when goods run out at vegetable counters are intolerable. But there are cases 
when they run out, and they are particularly frequent in stores subordinate to 
the associations of the republics of Northern Caucasus, North Osetian ASSR, 
Kabardino-Balkar ASSR, Chechen-Ingush ASSR, and the resort cities of Stavropol 
Oblast. The arrival of vegetables to the trade network and fulfillment of or- 
ders from trade personnel must be monitored most strictly. 


["Plodoprom"]: I would like to go back to the question of shipments, said 

S. N. Pronin, chief of the republic association "Plodoprom." Very often the 
delay occurs through the fault of the railroad. For instance, 8,000 tons of 
harvested fruit has accumulated at this very day in the association "Donplodo- 
prom.” Schedules for delivery of freight cars are not being met. In August 
the North Caucasus Railroad delivered only 320 instead of 440 cars called for 
by the contract, and in addition many of them proved to be unsuitable for the 
shipment of produce. Representatives of "Donplodoprom” sent them back and 
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they are again waiting, but meanwhile the produce is spoiling. Another case: 
a telegram has just come in from Kursk: at the Sovkhoz “Oboyanskiy™ 1,000 
tons of fruit is ready for shipment, but again there are no freight cars. In 
addition vegetable shipments move at the slowest speed on the railroad. This 
cannot go on: they have to be given the "green light"--the abundance of vege~- 
tables on our store shelves depends in large part on this. 


So, the microphones were turned off, the conference was over. 
The minister concluded by saying that the farms of most ob- 
lasts, krays and autonomous republics did have the quantity 
of produce required to fulfill the plans which had been as- 
signed. So that now the job was to harvest the crop in time, 
to preserve and process the produce and to bring all this in 
the best condition to customers, as called for by the deci- 
sions of the May Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. We 
will be reporting on progress made in responding to the crit- 
icism made during the conference in an article on the next 
conference by radio, which is to take place at the end of 
September. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


CANNING INDUSTRY SHORT OF SUPPLIES 
Moscow SOTSIALISTICHESKAYA INDUSTRIYA in Russian 10 Jul 82 p 1 


[Excerpts] Preparation for the vegetable and fruit canning season is coming 
to an end at enterprises of the canning industry. In many localities the sea- 
son has already begun. Sweet and sour cherries and apricots are being pro- 
cessed in full swing at the plants of Central Asia and green peas in the North- 
ern Caucasus. This is a sure sign that the days are numbered before commence- 
ment of large-scale harvesting and procurement of fruit. 


Even now at the start of the season it can be said that there are those to 
keep pace with in the processing industry, those whose examples can be fol- 
lowed. Preparations for the season have been made properly and conscientiously 
by collectives of the Cherkassy and Kherson production associations of the 
canning industry. At the Kherson Order of V. I. Lenin Canning Combine and the 
Cherkassy Canning Plant new production lines with higher output have been in- 
stalled for processing green peas. The bulk method of transporting the raw 
material has been introduced by the specialists and workers in order to de- 
liver the tender product more quickly from the field to the shop and to avoid 
transshipments and spoilage. Capacities have been expanded for the output of 
canned tomato products and canned baby food. 


The processors of Krasnodar Kray have gone to meet the season fully armed. 
Today they have produced far more green peas than by the same date last year. 


There are quite a few such examples. Personnel of the USSR Ministry of Fruit 
and Vegetable Industry have checked preparations for the season in Azerbaijan, 
Tajikistan and Kirghizia. In all those republics repairs were completed on 
buildings and installations and also on equipment for processing fruit and 
vegetables. 


But the psychological and organizational reorientation required by the Food 
Program has not as yet taken place everywhere by any means. Not all the col- 
lectives of canning plants have a true sense of being a part of a unified ag- 
roindustrial complex. nor are they showing a stewardly concern fer the fate of 
the harvest maturing in the fields and orchards. How otherwise than by the 
force of inertia can one explain the low pace of the work at certain enter- 
prises in Rostov and Tula Oblasts? For a long time there they have been lap- 
ging behind in preparations for the processing season. Even at such a large 
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and well-known enterprise as the Semikarakorsk Plant they have been late in 
repairing autoclaves. And at the Aksay Plant adjustment of the line for pro- 
duction of canned comato products has been drawn out. 


They have lagged behind in repairing equipmert in the canning shops of certain 
sovkhozes. For example: the “Bobrinskoy” in Kiev Oblast. 


Managers of enterprises and party, trade union and Komsomol personnel must 
achieve a change of direction in this effort literally in the next several 
days, since there simply is no other time. But all the plants have to be pre- 
pared on time, but above all reliably, for the large-scale arrival of vegeta- 
bles and fruit. 


Yet the successful processing of this year's harvest depends not only on the 
workers in the canning industry. At the May Plenum of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee it was rightly emphasized that the Food Program is the business of the 
entire nation. As a matter of fact, the joint efforts of practically all sec- 
tors of the economy are required to cope with it, to guarantee an optimally 
balanced diet for all the Soviet people. And the processing of raw materials 
from agriculture is a convincing confirmation of this. 


This year about 2,300 tons of citric acid are needed for the normal operation 
of canning enterprises. But the plants of the USSR Ministry of Food Industry 
are furnishing related enterprises only 1,100 tons. What is to be done? Sor- 
bic acid is rightiy considered a gcod preservative. It is marufactured by the 
Tambov “Pigment™ Plant. But the output is clearly inadequate. 


Metal is a separate topic. The canning industry is among the so-called small 
consumers of this material, which is still scarce. To illustrate its require- 
ments it is sufficient to give an example like this. The USSR Ministry of 
Food and Vegetable Industry has at its subordinate enterprises capacity for 
simultaneous storage of about 44 million decaliters of grape juice. This al- 
lows it to process 550,000 tons of grapes in a season. But if the canners re- 
ceived 4,000 tons of heavy-sheet steel, even this year they could process an- 
other 270,000 tons of grapes and produce an additional 10 million decaliters 
of juice. This is something for our metallurgists and the personnel of plan- 
ning and supply agencies to think about. Only 4,000 tons of steel sheet are 
required for 10 million decaliters of grape juice so needed by everyone, par- 
ticularly children. Surely this amount of metal can be allocated if the de- 
sire is there. After all, the country's plants produce 323,000 tons of rolled 
products in 1 day, 40 percent of it sheet. The sheet needed by the canners 
could be rolled even over and above the plan. All that is needed is for the 
metallurgists of several enterprises to tackle the job. 


The plans of personnel in the canning industry are impressive this year. They 
have called for producing 9.3 billion standard cans of products, 1.3 billion 
more than last year. The output of fast-frozen products, dried fruit and rai- 
sins is increasing sharply. The goals are rather complicated, but attainable. 
People's attitude toward this effort will play the decisive role. If every 
worker, every specialist, all the sector's work force truly make a crash ef- 
fort in the current season and there are no losses, there will be more food 
and a greater variety of food on the people's table. 


7045 
CSO: 1827/166 











CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


DEPUTY MINISTER ON FURNITURE INDUSTRY PLANS 
Moscow SOTSIALISTICHESKAYA INDUSTRIYA in Russian 19 Sep 82 p 2 : 


[Article by V. Ventslavskiy, deputy minister of USSR Timber, Pulp and Paper, 
and Wood Processing Industry: "Furniture on the Industrial Production Line"™] 


[Text] Along with the lumberjacks, the sawmill workers, and workers in the 
pulp and paper industry, the workers in the furniture industry, one of the 
leading detachments of the sector, are celebrating the holiday of their occu- 
pation today. Further improvement of the everyday life of the Soviet people 
depends in large part on their work. What have been the achievements of the 
furniture workers, and what is their primary concern? 


It must be said that economic personnel, party organizations and all the col- 
lectives of enterprises have done quite a bit to give the people more good and 
varied products. Over the last 10 years furniture production has more than 
doubled in our country. Last year furniture output exceeded 6 billion rubles. 
The USSR has taken second place in the world in the output of this product 
needed by the people. Moreover, about 40 percent of the products bear the 
state Quality Emblem. The growth was achieved mainly through intensification 
of manufacturing processes, by using progressive materials, by retooling the 
branch, by improving the production structure, and through expansion and re- 
construction of existing enterprises. 


Following the example of the progressive enterprises of Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast 
furnituremakers of the country are actively seeking ways of conserving raw 
wood. Staff members of the All-Union Project Planning, Design and Technologi- 
cal Institute for Furniture, together with workers and specialists of the All- 
Union Industrial Association “Tsentromebel'," have drafted a comprehensive 
target program for broader use of the wood of soft deciduous species in pro- 
duction. The dates have been fixed, the tasks have been set, and the individ- 
uals responsible have been designated. Its fulfillment needs to be vigorously 
undertaken. The technology for edge-jointing stock affords a sizable saving. 
It has already been introduced at certain enterprises in the Ukraine, Molda- 
via, the Leningrad “Ladoga” Furniture Combine and elsewhere. 


It is an important task to improve quality and update the product mix. Every 
year one-fifth of the models produced are changed. Moreover, the production 
of products for which there is a particularly large demand is increasing at a 
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faster pace. In the 10th Five-Year Plan, for example, the output of child- 
ren's furniture increased 2.8-fold, kitchen furniture 1.7-fold, and furniture 
sets and suites increased twofold. 


The work furce of the sector has still larger and more complicated tasks to 
perform in the current 5-year period. Output is to increase 1.3-fold, or by 
1.6 billion rubles. This will be the largest absolute growth of production of 
furniture in our country's entire history. And it is to be achieved in the 
most economical way--mainly through expansion and reconstruction of enter- 
prises, by retooling them, and by carrying out organizational and technical 
measures. These methods will account for four-fifths of all the growth in the 
volume of furniture output. 


Need we furnish evidence that all of this requires that managers of enter- 
prises, party officials, party members. and all specialists and workers take a 
responsible attitude toward this job, make a creative search and show a high 
level of professional skill. At the beginning of the article we mentioned 
collectives where these qualities have been fully manifested. Others can be 
added to the list. Automatic production lines and other highly productive 
equipment are being extensively introduced and laborious processes mechanized 
at the Moscow No 1 Furniture Assembly Combine, in the production associations 
"Ivanovomebel',” "Kuban'," and "Vil‘nyus™ and certain others. 


But in certain regions of the country the turn toward up-to-date production 
methods is still being accomplished slowly and outdated traditions are still 
being held to. To be specific, they are still making furniture in small fac- 
tories which have the entire cycle of operations. This is the way operations 
are set up, for example, in Sverdlovsk and Irkutsk Oblasts, Komi ASSR, and the 
Transcaucasian republics. 


Technological specialization and concentration of production will continue 
during this 5-year period. The average enterprise's capacity will be raised 
to 20-24 million rubles of output per year. There are plans to consolidate 
small factories, to reorganize them for the output of standardized assemblies 
and parts, decorative elements and other semifinished products. 


Progressive production methods and new materials are making it possible to 
give furniture an up-to-date appearance and to improve its design. Even today 
the designers are creating new products so as to take into account those op- 
portunities which advances of sciences and technology are now opening up for 
the sector. 


The shapes of classical furniture and elements of sculptured ornamentation are 
taking on a new life. Present-day technology makes it possible to organize 
the highly productive manufacture of decorative elements for furniture, which 
has had a substantial influence on the appearance of products in the present- 
day product mix of large-scale production. 


Recently purchasers have shown a greater interest in furniture made of wood 
from conifer species--bright, with a vivid pattern of the grain, with knots, 
which make the appearance livelier. It is being manufactured by enterprises 
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of the Baltic Republics, the Ukraine, and the country's central regions. They 
are using the folk traditions of handcrafted furniture--in the shape of the 
parts, in the proportions, and in the design of the individual assemblies. 
That is why it is called ethnographic. 


Alongside the developmen: of the classical and folk traditions the designers 
are working to create furniture of fundamentally new forms, whose evolution is 
bound up with new materials of construction. In the manufacture of uphol- 
stered furniture, for example, polyurethane foam from polyethers is used. 
Products with complicated configuration can be made with it. Previously such 
shapes were simply inaccessible to us. 


There is a gradual increase in the manufacture of furniture whose wood sur- 
faces have a dull finish. The reason for this is the indubitable increase in 
the Soviet purchaser's sophistication. He has begun to understand that the 
best finish is one that is not evident. We are gratified that the mirror 
shine, tiring to the eyes, capricious in use, and laborious in production, is 
giving ground. By 1985 half of the furniture will be manufactured with a dull 
finish. 


The situation in the sector would be far better if it had more up-to-date ma- 
terials. Unfortunately, euterprises are not at present receiving even what 
was planned. The ministry of chemical industry, for example, was ordered back 
in 1977 to organize production of satin polyurethane varnishes and enamels. 
Even in 1980 the furniture industry was supposed to receive deliveries of 
3,000 tons of these materials. But they have not arrived even at this date. 


In 1977-1978 enterprises of this ministry were supposed to organize production 
of polyurethane foam from polyethers, and in 1980 they were to bring its de- 
livery up to 24,000 tons per year. During the last 5-year period we cid not 
receive a single gram of this material. [In the current 5-year period the pro- 
duction of polyurethane components has been assigned to the ministry of min- 
eral fertilizer production. In 1985 it is supposed to bring deliveries up to 
28,000 tons. So far we are receiving only 2,500 tons. 


We also have claims to make against machine tool builders. Up to now they 
have not created a single standard model for manufacturing chairs and uphol- 
stered furniture. They promised, but they have not done it. 


Everyone needs furniture. That is why we feel justified in counting on our 
suppliers to take pains to help the sector rise to a new and higher level. 
And our own workers, specialists and scientists will apply all their energies 
to giving the Soviet people more products of greater variety designed for the 
most exacting tastes. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


METAL CONSERVATION IN ONE PLANT 
Moscow EKONOMICHESKAYA GAZETA in Russian No 35, Aug 82 p 14 


[Article by V. Khovanskaya, chief of the department for normsetting and con- 
servation of materials at the Frunze Pilot Plant for Electrical and Vacuum Ma- 
chinebuilding: "A Strict Accounting on Materials"] 


[Text] The Frunze Pilot Plant for Electrical and Vacuum Machinebuilding manu- 
factures washing machines, industrial lamps and automatic production lines. 
Our production is rather metal-intensive, and therefore we are paying particu- 
lar attention to the conservation of ferrous and nonferrous metals. The Min- 
istry of Electrical Equipment Industry annually assigns the plant a target for 
reduction of metal consumption. For example, this year we are to save 270 
tons of ferrous metals and 10 tons of nonferrous metals. 


In order to meet the target we have drafted and are carrying out a comprehen- 
sive plan for efficient utilization of materials. Detailed calculations have 
been made for the entire list of products produced, and progressive standards 
governing consumption of raw materials and supplies have been introduced. On 
the basis of those calculations the plant's staff services have set targets 
for metal conservation. 


This concerns above all the chief designer's department. This staff service 
is today paying a great deal of attention to reduction of the weight of prod- 
ucts. For example, previously steel sheet 1.8 mm thick, a very scarce mate- 
rial, was used in making “Lada” lamps. Although each product did not take so 
much--only 133.6 grams, in terms of the annual program, 8 tons of metal had to 
be consumed. The designers changed the assembly for mounting the lamp. and 
now steel is not used at all in making the "Lada." This is only one example. 
Economical design features have been introduced in the production of washing 
machines and automatic production lines. 


It is the concern of the chief process engineer's staff service to introduce 
progressive methods of processing products. For example, we have organized 
the production of zinc-plating production lines with automatic loading de- 
vices. This is a new production process which makes it possible to improve 
workmanship and save 430 kg of zinc anodes per year. The use of lines with 
automatic loading devices in preparing surfaces for enameling has also yielded 
a solid saving of muriatic acid--about 2 tens. 








This year we have begun production of the new "Fotos" lamps. These light 
sources are used in hothouses. By improving the manufacturing process we have 
managed to save 180 kg of aluminum in manufacturing these products. 


Conservation of materials also occurs through the use of new equipment. For 
example, every year we are saving more than 8 tons of plastics. This became 
possible because we began to use pelleting machines. Previously presses were 
used to obtain plastic products. The pelleting machines have shown higher ef- 
ficiency in operation than that process. 


I would also like to speak about use of secondary raw materials as an aspect 

of unused potential. For instance, there remains flash when parts are fritted. 
Previously it was thrown out, but now we remelt it, which makes it possible to 
save on capron resin. Or take this unused potential. Previously we were de- 
livering a large part of metal scrap to "Vtorchermet™ [secondary ferrous met- 
als]. Now we use it to make many consumer goods--children's toys, manicure 
sets, accessories and other things which are in great demand. 


The work which has been done on a comprehensive basis has y.elded fairly good 
results. In 1.5 years we have saved 159 tons of rolled products of ferrous 
metals and 8 tons of nonferrous metals. The coefficient of utilization of 
metal is 0.72. For enterprises with a large output, small production runs and 
a great deal of machining and stamping, this is not a bad figure. 


But he potential has by no means been exhausted. There is still quite a bit 
of metal that goes to shving. The reason is that sometimes the supply organi- 
zations deliver us larger stock than necessary. Or take another example. 

Last year we planned to use cold-rolled steel strip for parts of washing ma- 
chines and “Astra" lamps. To that end we have been buying equipment, but so 
far strip has not been allocated to the plant. The result is not a saving, 
but an overconsumption of metal, since we are making these parts from ordinary 
rolled sheet, 


7045 
CSO: 1827/172 


37 








HOUSING AND PERSONAL SERVICES 


LIGHT INDUSTRY WORKERS’ COMPENSATION VIEWED 
Moscow AGITATOR in Russian No 15, Aug 82 pp 29-31 


[Article by N. Aparin, sector head of the Department of Planning and 
Financial Organs of the CPSU Central Committee: “For the Workers of 
Light Industry 


[tT ext] Concern for man, his needs and requirements constitutes the essence 
of the party's economic policy. Aside from the Food Program, which is 
designed to ensure an uninterrupted food supply for the public, the CPSU 
and the Soviet government are taking effective measures to expand 
production and improve the quality of consumer goods, as well as to develop 
the service sphere. 


In recent years a number of decrees have been adopted for the purpose 

of further improving production and the organization of labor in light 
industry, and at increasing the material interest of its workers in the 
growth of labor productivity. Important measures have been taken to 

keep personnel in this industry: higher pay for night work has been 
established, payments to reward long service have been introduced, 

and the size of bonuses for workers in the basic occupational categories 
has been increased; payments for Sunday work have been established 

when the Schedule calls for work on those days, measures have been adopted 
to improve the living and everyday conditions of workers, etc. 


The most significant measure for keeping personnel at textile industry 
enterprises has been the establishment of a Speeial payment for long- 

term service; it is given to employees who work a three-shift schedule 

or a schedule calling for an uninterrupted working week (the "Ivanovo 
schedule"). The size of the annual reward for long service amounts 

to the following for the various main categories: for spinners, 

weavers, and knitters with 3 to 5 years of service —90 rubles, with more 
than 15 years of service--168 rubles; for masters’ assistants with 3 to 

5 years of service--104 rubles and more than 15 years of service--196 rubles, 


The yield from these measures has not been slow to show itself. Personnel 
turnover in light industry branches has declined noticeably in recent years. 
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At the same time the problem of personnel at light industry ente »rises 
continues to be difficult; this is the result primarily of general difficulties 
with manpower, and of a sharp reduction in the natural increase of labor 
resources in the 80°s. To a certain degree this is related as well to 

high labor intensity (servicing several machines), monotony of the work, 
dissatisfaction with living and everyday conditions and jobs~ which require 
much shift work. One fact which calls attention to itself is tne reason 

cited for leaving the textile industry; recently the need to work night 

shifts has been cited more and more frequently. 


The resolution of these complex problems is taking various forms and directions. 
Recently much has been done to reduce the monotony of the labor: assembly 
lines and conveyor belts w.th a compulsory rhythm of work have been replaced 

at a majority of enterprises by unit-group assembly lines. In the textile 
industry there has been widespread introduction of new types of equipment 

which in a number of cases have eliminated particular auxiliary occupations 

for workers with low level skills performing unattractive labor (loaders, 
framers, etc.). 


From another direction, measures are being taken to increase the prestige 
of light industry workers and their material position. For example, this 
year in order to improve~ the working conditions at production associations 
and at enterprises of the textile, leather, footwear and other branches of 
light industry, and in order to increase the effectiveness of labor resource 
utilization and ensure the fulfillment of the tasks for further increases 

in production and for increasing the quality of consumer goods, the CPSU 
Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers adopted a decree 
“Concerning Additional Measures to Keep. Personnel in Production Associations 
and at enterprises of the Textile and Certain Other Branches of the Industry 
in the system of the USSR Ministry of Light Industry.” 


The USSR Ministry of Light Industry and the councils of ministers of the union 
repu>lics have been directed to develop an entire set of measures and to 
implement them at associations and enterprises in the 1lth Five-Year Plan. 
These measures are to include acceleration of technical refitting, the 
prevision of highly productive, up-to-date equipment for the various 
sectors and the improvement of of their utilization effectiveness. The 
working conditions of the workers will be significantly improved as a 

result of reductions in the level of production noise, and the level 

of dust in the air, as well as impreved lighting at work sites and reductions 
in the number of workers who perform manual labor. The introduction 


of the progressive brigade form of labor organization and labor incentives 
will continue. 


Particular attention whas been given to strengthening incentives for 
collectives which fulfill plan targets using a smaller number of workers, 
and to increasing the utilization effectiveness of the material incentive 
fund and the fund for socio-cultural measures and residential construction. 








The decree calls for the following: pay increases for particular categories 
of enterprise employees, increased material interest on the part of workers, 
greater retention of personnel, the recruitment of young people and old 
people to light industry enterprises. 


Beginning 1 March 1982, until the introduction of the new 

rates and salaries, there will be, in accordance with the decisions of the 26th 
CPSU Congress, increases in the salaries for certain categories of engineering~ 
technical employees (senior masters, masters, shift and shop foremen) 

at light industry enterprises. In the textile industry, the leather industry 
(including the leather goods sector and the Taw hides sector), 

the tanning-extract, the sheepskin-fur coat and the fur industries, 
salaries will be brought up to the scales established for similar categories of 
employees in machine building; in the footwear industry they will be 
brought up to the levels currently effective in the textile industry. 


Some of the increase in salaries for engineering and technical employees 
results from the growth of labor productivity in the 10th Five-Year Plan 
and the implementation of a whole series of material incentive measures, 
primarily for blue-collar workers, who have seen the wages for workers at 
textile and other light industry enterprises increase more than twice 

as quickly as salaries have for engineering and technical personnel. This 
has led to distortions in the necessary differential in the pay of 
engineering-technical employees in comparison with that of blue-collar | 
workers. 


Salaries have been raised by the following amounts: the heads of basic 
production and mechanical-repair shops will be increased from 10 to 20 rubles, 
the heads of auxiliary shops will be increased by 10 rubles, for senior 
masters and masters the amount will be from 10 to 15 rubles per month, 

and calculated on a yezrly basis it will be from 120 to 240 rubles, 


The decree calls for a further increase in the supplemental pay for night 

work for workers employed in the basic shops of textile industry enterprises, 
from 50 to 75 percent of the hourly wage, and for workers employed in the 
auxiliary shops and for younger service personnel from 20 to 35 percent. 
Further, a supplement for night work has also been established for 
engineering and technical personnel, and office workers employed in the 

basic and auxiliary shops (sections). Thus, with the exception of senior 
masters, masters and the sheads of shifts, who already receive this supple- 
ment, it is to be given to chemical engineers, dispatchers, timekeepers 

and other engineering-technical employees and office workers. 


In establishing higher supplements for night work consideration was given to 
the need to create material interest on the part of the workers in more 
effective utilization of equipment and increased shift work coefficients. 


In order toattract young people to production, pay increases are stipulated 
for pupils who are studying the basic worker trades at productica units 
within the system of the USSR Ministry of Light Industry. 
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Higher wages for pupils were previously introduced only in the cotton 
industry. Now these conditions are being extended to all enterprises 
in the sector, 


During, for example, a foux-%..th course of study, the pupil receives 
the following percenteges of the wage rate for a regular worker of 
the first category: 100 perce t for the first two months of study, 
70 percent during the third month and 40 percent for the fourth month, 


In addition, pupils receive payments for acceptable-quality output 
which they produce; payment is made in accordance with the norms and 
tates in effect at the enterprise. 


Managers cf enterprises in the textile, leather and footwear industry 
are now granted the right to establish for young workers, who have 
graduated from a vocational-technical school or who have completed 
on-the-job training, piece-rate pay factors amounting to 1.3 during 

the first three months of independent work and 1.2 during the subsequent 
three months, 


Undoubtedly this will help to hold young workers, especially during their 
first, most difficult, period, 


In order to recruit more old age pensioners for work the decree calls for 
an exception to be made with regard to the amount which pensioners who are 
employed in the basic shops of the enterprises can receive; the special 
payment for length of service will not be taken into consideration when 
their pension is paid to them, 


The problem is that the existing legislation has established a limit on 
total earnings by working pensioners (earnings and pension must not 

exceed 300 rubles), If this sum is exceeded an appropriate reduction 

in the pension is stipulated, The result is that every year during the month 
when the special payment for length of service’ is given to working 

old age pensioners employed in the basic trades, the practice of servicing 
many machines means that the earnings and pension amount to more than 300 
rubles, and the pension is not paid to them, Now this will not happen. 


The decree calls for the introduction of a regional coefficient to be added 
to the wages of blue- and white-collar workers of USSR Ministry of Light 
Industry Enterprises which are located in northemand eastern rayons of 
Kazakhstan. The USSR State Committee on Labor and the AUCCTU have established 
a specific date for the introduction of the coefficient---1 March 1982--and 
the size of the coefficient--1.15, 


In general the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of 
Ministers is characterized by concern for the people employed in light 
industry, for the maximum possible development of the branches of the 

USSR Ministry of Light Industry system, as well as by concern for the 
further increase in the production of consumer goods for the benefit of 

the Soviet people. The workers in this important sector and society as 

a whole will gain from its implementation, 

COPYRIGHT: Izdatel*stvo "Pravda" “Agitator”, 1982, 
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CONSUMPTION TRENDS AND POLICIES 


ROLE OF CONSUMER COOPERATIVES IN FOOD PROGRAM OUTLINED 


Moscow PLANOVOYE KHOZYAYSTVO in Russian No 10, Oct 82 pp 35-44 
[Article by A. Smirnov, Tsentrosoyuz Board chairman: "The Tasks for Consumers’ 
Cooperatives in Implementing the Country's Food Program" ] 


[Text] The consumers’ cooperatives are playing an increasing role in solving 
rural socioeconomic problems. In the years that have elapsed since the CPSU 
Central Committee March (1965) Pleaum, capital investments for the development 
of their activities have totaled R15 billion. Most of this has been directed 
for the construction and reconstruction of retail trade and public catering 
enterprises, wholesale bases, warehouses, procurement points and industrial 
enterprises. Trading areas available for rural consumers grew from 96 square 
meters per 1,000 inhabitants in 1965 to 191 square meters per 1,000 in 1981, 
and seating facilities available in the public catering network increased 

from 12 to 23.5 per 1,000 inhabitants during the same period. The per capita 
gap between cooperative and state trade sales of consumer goods was substantially 
closed. 


The consumers’ cooperatives have at their disposal extensive facilities for 

the rational utilization of local raw materials sources and food. The 
multisector nature of their activities, the mobility of the system and the 
single administrative subordination facilitate the establishment of internal 
management links and make it possible to solve on an ad hoc basis the practical 
questions that arise. 


Guided by the decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and the instructions of 

CPSU Central Committee general secretary and chairman of the USSR Supreme 

Soviet Presidium L.I. Brezhnev on the development of the country's Food Program, 
Tsentrosoyuz, jointly with the republic consumers’ unions, has drawn up a 
comprehensive sector program to increase commodity resources. Its most 
important section is that dealing with increasing food resources through the 
development of purchases of agricultural produce, the more complete assimilation 
of resources available from wild-growing products, increases in the production 
of meat at subsidiary farms and fattening points, an increase in the processing 
of commodities at enterprises of the cooperative food industry, and the rational 
utilization of produce at all stages--purchasing, transportation and marketing-- 
and through other sources. 


42 








During the period 1982-1990 stores with a total trading area of 4.9 million 
square meters, bakeries to produce 17,000 different bakery items each day, 
public catering enterprises with seating for 417,000 persons, refrigeration 
facilities ‘or 196,000 tons, and warehousing for storing 650,000 tons of 
potatoes, fruit and vegetables will be built; and hundreds of industrial and 
processing enterprises will be reconstructed or rebuilt anew. 


In all, during the lith Five-Year Plan alone, as a result of implementation 

of the Food Program, Tsentrosoyuz plans to acquire food resources worth R57 
billion, or 32 percent more than during the 10th Five-Year Plan. This amounts 
to more than 35 percent of foodstuffs turnover (not counting vodka and vodka 
and liquor items). During the present five-year plan R1.4 billion are being 
used to carry out measures included in the Food Program. 


One urgent problem to which considerable attention is being given in the 
country's Food Program is the use of the possibilities of private subsidiary 
farms by rural and urban dwellers to supplement the country's food resources. 
Much also needs to be done in this direction by the cooperative organizations. 
As noted in the report by L.I. Brezhnev at the CPSU Central Committee May 
(1982) Plenum, Tsentrosoyuz is called upon to involve itself deeply in private 
farms and promote their normal activity. 


In light of the tasks set by the plenum the cooperative organizations are 
restructuring their work. They are now acting increasingly not only as 
middlemen in the marketing of excess produce but are also purposefully 
influencing the increase in the production and sale of agricultural produce, 
expanding its assortment, and trying to create better conditions for work 
on private plots and to increase public interest in cooperation with the 
cooperative organizations. 


During the period 1981-1985 the cooperative workers have planned to purchase 
from the population at least 5.3 million tons of meat, 6.8 billion eggs, 15 

million tons of potatoes, 4.7 million tons of vegetables, 3 million tons of 

fruit and much other produce worth a total of R29.5 billion, using contract 

prices; this is 1.5 times more than during the 10th Five-Year Plan. 


When we talk about the successful work organized by the procurement workers 

it is difficult to give preference to any single factor. Here everything 

is important: a solid material-technical base, precise work schedules for the 
reception and procurement points, well-thought-out routes for the transportation, 
the timely conclusion of contracts and expansion of the practice of providing 
incentive for those providing the produce. Failure to observe any one of 

these conditions reduces the efficiency of procurement activities. 


For a more complete procurement coverage of produce grown on private subsidiary 
plots and for better storage, a ramified and technically equipped network of 
reception and procurement points is essential. There is still a great need for 
them. There are now more than 4,000 private subsidiary plots, located on the 
territory of several rural soviets, for each permanent reception and procurement 
point. 

















It is not, however, merely a matter of a shortage of these points. The siting 

of the points, which has come about over a long period of time, does not meet 
today's requirements because most of them are located in rayon centers and the 
closest villages. Meanwhile, the greatest market is seen precisely in the remote 
populated points where private subsidiary farms have been traditional. 


The need to set up an extensive network of reception and procurment points 
stems from the fact that produce from private subsidiary farms is as a rule 
purchased in small amounts and at many populated points. Having the procurement 
network in the close vicinity of the suppliers substantially improves the 
coverage of produce purchases from private plots. 


Taking this into account, during the llth Five-Year Plan it is intended to 
set up in each rural soviet a permanent reception and procurement point 
operating round the clock and equipped with a refrigeration room and simple 
mechanisms. The optimum area for the universal point should be at least 100 
to 150 square meters. These points should more properly be called points 

for the organization and reception of agricultural produce since they are 
designed to reveal and fully assimilate available commodity resources in their 
own zone. By the start of this five-year plan more than 3,000 of them had 
already been opened, and a total of 12,000 will be built. 


The procurement store-points have recommended themselves well. Together with 
the agricultural produce reception points they offer the suppliers horticultural 
and kitchen-garden implements, fertilizers, chemicals, and literature on the 
care of domestic cattle and poultry and private plots, and they organize 
incentive sales of industrial goods enjoying high demand. 


The seasonal reception points, including the mobile points, serve as an 
important supplement to the permanent network. They make it possible to 
carry out procurement operations on an ad hoc basis in conditions where the 
private plots are dispersed over an extensive territory, and also in places 
where there is collective horticulture and kitchen gardening. In the mass 
procurement season 60,000 of these points are in operation. 


The interaction between the cooperative organizations and the public is being 
built increasingly broadly on a contract basis. In April 1981 the Tsentrosoyuz 
Board, with the agreement of the USSR Gosbank, confirmed the Standard Contract 
for the purchase of excess agricultural produce at private subsidiary plots 
worked by citizens and the members of horticultural societies. Whereas in 1980 
about 6 million contracts were concluded, in 1981 the figure was already 8 
million. There is no need to point out the mutual advantages of the contracts. 
The cooperative workers attract more foodstuffs into trade turnover and the 
owners of private subsidiary plots get a guarantee for the sale of the produce 
they grow with minimum losses of time and assets, all in accordance with previously 
stipulated prices. Persons entering into a contract with the cooperative 
organizations for the sale of produce are supplied with feed concentrates, 
young hogs and poultry, and packing and packaging materials, and they are 
given first refusal on the horticultural and kitchen-garden implements for 

sale and the industrial goods in great demand. If he so desires, the supplier 
can obtain a cash advance. 
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The statute on preferential sales of goods in great demand to the most active 
suppliers and the model list of such goods have been confirmed in order to 
increase public interest in supplying agricultural produce. The list includes 
motor vehicles, motorcycles, construction materials, two-compartment 
refrigerators, chainsaws and certain items of clothing. 


Within the cooperative organizations an incentive fund has been set up for 

the period 1981-1985 to increase production and purchases of livestock farming 
produce at private subsidiary farms. It amounts to R30-35 million annually. 
Of these assets, 90 percent are being used to encourage kolkhoz farmers, 
workers and employees and other citizens to strive for better indicators in 
the production and sale of meat products to the cooperative organizations. 


In work with private farms it is important to give proper consideration to 
the festures of individual regions of the country. Practice shows that it 
is better to buy from private subsidiary farms in places where the sellers 
in the cooperative stores, students at cooperative training establishments, 
pensioners, the cooperative members and rural activists have been broadly 
recruited for procurement. 


The cooperatives in Belorussia build their work on precisely this principle. 
In Dzerzhinsk rayon, Minsk Oblast, the retail trade enterprises have become 
active organizers of work with individual farms. Their managers recruit sales 
personnel in the rural stores extensively to make inquires at farms and of 
those selling agricultural produce, and they give them specific targets while 
closely monitoring fulfillment. Support points have been set up at all 
enterprises for work with shareholders, and their activity is linked with 
tasks for the development of private farms. 


The aktiv of shareholder-members is working successfully in the Moldavian 
consumers’ union. Each authorized agent maintains constant contacts with 
10-15 owners of private subsidiary farms, concludes contracts with then, 
monitors their fulfillment and helps to resolve all questions connected with 
working private farms. 


In the Omsk Oblast consumers’ union 319 procurement agents and 1,600 sales 
people from 1,036 stores are engaged in procurement. Together with the 
deputies of the rural soviets, in 1981 they made inquiries at all the private 
subsidiary farms in the oblast. In a number of rayons sovkhoz directors, 
kolkhoz chairmen, the managers of sections and farms, team leaders, animal 
technicans and veterinarians have been recruited for work with the public 

to reveal commodity resources. During the winter period the sales people 
themselves buy meat, suet and milk from the public, and in summer they carry 
out organizational work: they make inquires among the public about who would 
like to sell cattle or meat, agree the times convenient for transportation 
of produce, and report to the rayon procurement office or the procurement 
agent in their own zone or rural soviet, where all this information is 
generalized. Sellers, procurement agents and the public all maintain links 
with the rural soviet. The emphasis on mass participation in procurement 

is justifiying itself. The average purchase from each farm in the oblast 
was 78 kilograms of meat. In individual rayons the figure is even higher. 
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In light of the tasks of the Food Program the role and responsibility of rural 
cooperative retail trade enterprises have grown significantly. They should 
now no longer be restricted to fulfillment of their basic functions in 
organizing trade services for the public. Now they have a special task-- 

to recruit sales people in rural stores to purchase agricultural produce and 
conclude contracts with the owners of private subsidiary farms, organize the 
reception of the purchased produce, and store it and pass it on to the 
procurement organizations. And this is as it should be, for the managers 

of stores and the sales people meet one-man farmers almost every day and they 
are the ones who best know their possibilities. Thet are closely linked with 
the rural soviets and the sovkhozes and kolkhozes. 


In order to interest workers in rural cooperative trade enterprises in 
increasing purchases of agricultural produce from the public, they are paid 
for their labor according to fixed rates and are offered incentive in the 
form of bonuses. 


Notwithstanding, the level of coverage of commodity products by contracts 
remains low (for example, for meat it is less than 30 percent of the planned 
volume of purchases). Taking into account the importance of introducing 
contractual relations, expecially long-term relations, the Tsentrosoyuz Board 
has set a target of concluding contracts in the near future with at least 

80 percent of private farms that have commodity products. Much work must 

be done here because the public is still reluctant to conclude written 
contracts, preferring a verbal agreement. It is not difficult to understand 
the owner of a private plot. He is still able to sell his produce to the 
same procurement organizations and without first concluding a contract, or 
he can take it to a kolkhoz market. Moreover, many rural inhabitants sell 
their surplus produce to kolkhozes, sovkhozes, enterprises of the meat and 
dairy industry and the subsidiary agricultural farms belonging to ministries 
and administrations. 





Under these conditions there might be a better form of agitation to achieve 
cooperation: practical help in the development of private subsidiary farms 

by offering their owners maximum services both in selling their surplus produce 
and in working their private plots. Success in this work depends mainly on 

the initiative and businesslike approach of the cooperative organizations 
themselves, primarily the grassroots wing--the rural consumers" societies. 


The private plot owner needs a great deal to successfully rear cattle, hogs 
or poultry on his own premises or to work on his plot or vegetable patch. 
Taking into account demand from rural and urban populations, Tsentrosoyuz 

has ordered 5.6 million scythes and 1.95 million sickles from the industrial 
enterprises in 1982. However, only 80-90 percent of demand is being satisfied, 
and demand for many other kinds of horticultural and gardening implements 

and plant protection agents is being satisfied only 60-80 percent. Orders 
for milking equipment, electric separators, and electric and gas-driven pumps 
are being met only 50-60 perc 2nt. While the demand for milk cans is 4.1 
million units, we can offer buyers only 1.27 million. Mass production of 
small-scale mechanization equipment has still not been properly set up. 
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The short supplies of the above-mentioned items are making it impossible for 
the consumers’ cooperative to fully meet the constantly growing demand from 
the rural population and are hampering the development of private subsidiary 
farming. 


The cooperative organizations are playing a special role in improving supplies 
of agricultural produce to the population, especially the urban population. 
Urban cooperative trade is called upon to expand the assortment of produce 

in the state trade stores and to satisfy various kinds of consumer demand. 

The Food Program provides for the expansion of urban trading in agricultural 
products purchased from private subsidiary farms and horticultural and gardening 
cooperatives, and also those produced at cooperative enterprises. Whereas 

in the 10th Five-Year Plan produce purchased at contract prices worth R8.2 
billion was sold in urban cooperative trade, in the present five-year plan 
turnover will reach R14 billion. Some 3.5 million tons of meat, more than 

5 million tons of potatoes, vegetables and fruit, including melons, 92,000 
tons of honey, more than 2.5 billion eggs and so forth will be marketed. 


In order to improve supplies of fruit and vegetables for the public, in August 
this year the CPSU Central Committee and USSR Council of Ministers adopted 

the decree "On Additional Measures To Expand Sales of Fruit and Vegetables 

by Kolkhozes, Sovkhozes and Other Agricultural Enterprises to the Consumers’ 
Cooperative Organizations and at Kolkhoz Markets." Whereas previously we 
bought from kolkhozes according to contract prices only surplus fruit and 
vegetables, now, using these same prices, it is also possible to buy both 
from kolkhozes and from sovkhozes and other agricultural enterprises their 
above-plan vegetables, melons, fruit and berries (except for table grape-, 
onions and garlic). The procedure established for offsetting this produce 

in fulfilling the plan for state purchases enhances the interest of agricultural 
enterprises in cooperating with the consumers’ cooperatives, and it enables 
the cooperatives to activate urban cooperative trade. 


In the cities more than 16,000 retail cooperative trade enterprises, including 
8,700 stores, are selling surplus agricultural produce purchased from the 
public in accordance with contractual prices. Along with the creation of 

a trade network in the cities, the cooperative workers are opening stores 
directly at industrial enterprises or organizing out-of-town trading. The 
range of goods and the hours of operation are being agreed with the trade 
union committees at the enterprises. For instance, the city cooperative trade 
stores in Penza are annually selling goods worth R500,000 (meat, sausage items, 
canned goods) at the industrial enterprises. 


The trading-and-buying enterprises set up at the kolkhoz markets have become 
an effective form for supplying agricultural produce to city dwellers. They 
are operating actively in Penza, Belgorod, Barnaul, Kazan and Ufa. Their 
task is to facilitate the marketing of surplus produce for owners of private 
plots and to reduce market prices. 


The status of urban cooperative trade affects not only satisfying consumer 
demand for agricultural produce but also total assets spent on purchases. 
According to USSR Central Statistical Administration figures, during the first 
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quarter of 1982 cooperative trade store prices were lower than those at the 
kolkhoz markets by an average of 23 percent. And to produce tangible advantage 
for the urban customers, trading in city cooperative stores must be nonstop, 
the range of goods varied, and the quality high. 


Unfortunately, it has not been possible to achieve this everywhere. The weak 
material-technical base and the poor provision of refrigeration capacities 

make it impossible fully to lay in stores of produce for the interseason 

period. One reason for this is inadequate help from a number of local soviet 
organs, which are obliged to allocate premises and refrigeration and warehousing 
facilities for urban cooperative trade. 


In his report to the 26th CPSU Congress L.I. Brezhnev said: "...in no other 
sphere of the national economy do the local facilities and local reserves 

play such a role in satisfying day-to-day consumer demand and public services."* 
This instruction relates directly to the consumers’ cooperatives. 


The tasks set by the party require from cooperative organizations the maximum 
mobilization of food resources through the development of cattle and pultry 
fattening in private cooperative farms, the rearing and catching of fish, 
increases in the processing of agricultural produce and the production of 
food items at their own industrial enterprises and in public catering. 


The cooperative organizations have also been involved in the fattening of 

cattle and poultry. But whereas previously they regaraed this activity as 
secondary, now the fattening of cattle and poultry has lost its purely auxiliary 
role and been transformed into an independent agrarian sector of cooperative 
activity. Fattening points are being set up at bakery combines and canning, 
brewing and vegetable drying plants, and in consumer societies, rayon procurement 
offices, rayon production associations, and associations and major public 
catering enterprises. Modern cooperative farmsteads have been equipped in 
Yakutiya and Uzbekistan, in the Far East and the Baltic area, and in Siberia 

and the RSFSR nonchernozem zone. 


More than 7,800 private subsidiary farms are now included in the system of 
consumers’ cooperatives. They have about 100,000 head of cattle, more than 
260,000 sheep and goats, more than 400,000 hogs, more than 2.5 million head 

of poultry and so forth. The agrarian workshop of the consumers’ cooperatives 
has as its disposal 423,000 hectares of pasture. Last year 63,100 tons of 
meat weight increments were obtained at the fattening farms. In 1981 
Tsentrosoyuz's share in the production of meat at private subsidiary farming 
enterprises, establishments and organizations was 35 percent. 


The cooperatives in the RSFSR, Uzbekistan and the Ukraine are working especially 
successfully in this direction. More than 40 percent of total meat production 
from the 74 oblast, kray and republic (or ASSR) consumers’ cooperatives comes 
from eight of them (Gorkiy, Belgorod, Volgograd, Rostov, Voronezh, Krasnodar, 





* "Materials of the 26th CPSU Congress," Moscow, Politizdat, 1981, p 49. 
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Stavropol and Tatar). The high indicators for their work prove the great 
possibilities available in increasing meat production. 


The cooperatives regard the task of expanding the fattening of cattle, poultry 
and rabbit and intensifying it as a long-term program. During the present 
five-year plan it is intended to increase meat production by a factor of 2.5 
at the cooperatives’ own fattening points and livestock farms and poultry 
farms, and to obtain 423,700 tons of meat attributable to live-weight figures 
compared with 171,700 tons during thr 10th Five-Year Plan. 


For this it is necessary to create a modern material-technical and stable 
fodder base and to solve the problem of obtaining young stock. The cooperative 
organizations are engaged extensively in the construction of new livestock 
farming premises, poultry batteries, and poultry-incubation stations at 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes, and reconstructing existing premises. Labor 
processes are heing mechanized, technology is being improved and the 
cooperatives’ own reproduction of stock is being increased. But there are 
still questions whose solution lies outside the competence of Tsentrosoyuz. 
For example, food waste is still inadequate for expanding fattening volumes. 
Only about one-fourth of the fodder balance is formed from this waste. No 
more than 20 percent of the fodder requirement is obtained from farms’ own 
arable land. The main proportion is made up of feed concentrates, and they 
are still in short supply. 


Equipment is needed for sowing and harvesting crops, laying in silage and 
preparing fodder, ard there are shortages of it at private subsidiary farms. 
In a number of places the cooperative organizations have not been allocated 
arable land or land for haying. 


There is another question which still has not been solved once and for all, 
namely the provision of young stock for the fattening points. The specialized 
sovkhozes of the USSR Ministry of Agriculture and USSR Ministry of the Meat 
and Dairy Industry are not coping with this task. As a rule, cattle of a 

good weight purchased from the public are sent for fattening, and this is 

not profitable because no significant weight gains are made. Many consumers’ 
cooperatives are now engaged in reproducing young stock at their farms, but 
this can satisfy only 20 percent of demand. 


There is another complicating factor. There is a shorateg of specialists 
with advanced education--animal technicians, veterinarians and agronomists-- 
at existing and newly created private sudsidiary farms. 


The volumes for increases in production at cooperative processing enterprises 
are set out in the Food Program. Thus, during this five-year plan the 
production of sausage items is to increase by a factor of 1.5, canned goods 

by a factor of 1.4, and confectionery items by a factor of 1.7. During the 
llth Five-Year Plan, food products (not counting bread) worth R15.5 billion 
(in retail price) will be produced. Public catering enterprises will increase 
production of semifinished goods and culinary and confectionery items and 
bread products by a factor of 1.4. 
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A number of decisions have recently been nade to stimulate an expansion in 

the range of product. from cooperative industry. In particular, permission 

has been granted for the purchase of vegetables, fruit and greens that are 
little distributed, in accordance with contractual prices, and for the marketing 
of canned goods produced from them in accordance with cooperative trading 
prices. This means that the cooperative organizations must establish close 
ties with kolkhozes and sovkhozes, particularly the kolkhoz farmers, workers 
and employees at sovkhozes, and the nonprofessional horticulturalists. The 
cooperative organizations should expand the practice of concluding long-term 
contracts so that kolkhozes, sovkhozes and the public can be sure that products 
usually not distributed are successfully marketed. 


At the CPSU Central Committee May (1982) Plenum, L.I. Brezhnev said that 
measures for the social restructuring of the countryside constitute an 
integral part of the Food Program. The consumers’ cooperative is the leading 
trade organization in rural localities and it participates actively in solving 
this problem through substantially raising the level of trade services for 

the public and expanding and rationalizing the location of stores, dining 
rooms and other trade enterprises. 


This has its own special features stemming from the specific nature of 
agricultural production and the rural population. The substantial number 

of remote and small villages and hamlets, the seasonal nature of production, 
and the stepped-up rhythm of work during sowing and harvesting require flexible 
and varied forms for services. But one thing remains the same--the desire 

to save the maximum amount of time for the rural population and to create 
conveniences for it so that all goods can be obtained locally without the 

need to travel into the large cities and industrial centers. 


More than half the funds allocated to the consumers’ cooperatives in this 
five-year plan is being used to set up modern rural trading complexes and 
department stores and specialized stores, and to equip them with the appropriate 
trading and technological equipment. At newly constructed and existing 
enterprises work will continue to concentrate the sales of commodities with 
complicated onventories. Specializetion of stores in consumer complexes will 

be introduced more extensively, and this will create for buyers greater 
convenience and save them time in the selection and purchase of goods. 


The question of improving trade services for people living in remote and small 
villages remains urgent. The main kind of trade enterprise at these places 
was established long ago; it is the general store. What is fundamentally 

new in the operation of the general stores is that they should become centers 
for the organization of trade to handle orders for commodities with complicated 
inventories, with home delivery for the purchasers. 


At those populated points where it is not economically expedient to set up 
a permanent trade network, in addition to local deliveries made both by the 
cooperative stores and individual citizens, mail-order trading is being 
expanded, mass consumer goods are being marketed through local authorized 
agents, stores (trading posts) are being set up at private residences and 
so forth. 
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Public catering faces the task of providing 4 growing number of rural inhabitants 
with facilities to make use of its services. It is therefore essential to organize 
hot meals at places of work, at industrial enterprises and in training institutions. 


The Tsentrosoyuz Board regards the target of bringing into trade turnover 

food products to the value of R65 billion during the current five-year plan 

as a minimum, and it is focusing cooperative organizations and enterprises 

on the search for additional reserves in developing the production and marketing 
of these commodities. 


In order to make participation by the consumers’ cooperatives in implementation 

of the Food Program more effective several organizational-legal questions must 

be resolved that do not fall within the competence of Tsentrosoyuz. We are talking 
about the need to insure stricter observance of the rights of cooperative 
organizations. 


A picture in which the kolkhozes and sovkhozes are sharply reducing or even 
eliminating the growing of those varieties of fruits that previously were used 
extensively for the production of canned and dried goods is becoming increasingly 
typical for the cooperative food industry. For example, kolkhozes and sovkhozes 
in Ryazan Oblast have stopped growing cucumbers and onions. The cooperative 
enterprises are the main suppliers of cucumbers in the Far North and have been 
forced, in order to avoid delays, to buy from the public varities of cucumber 
that are unsuitable for canning or pickling; and onions have to be imported from 
North Osetia. Products made from this kind of raw material are of poor quality. 


Supplies of raw materials for the processing enterprises should obviously 
come from two sources. On the one hand by means of strengthening links with 
agricultural enterprises, and on the other by offering private subsidiary 
farms purposeful aid in growing plant crops. 


As a rule, potatoes and vegetables are now grown on private subsidiary farms 
without crop rotation or agronomic monitoring, and this is leading to their 
destruction by diseases and pests. Many varieties that have a limited storage 
life and travel poorly are hampering not only the industrial processing of 
such raw material but also procurement and creation of the appropriate 
conditions for storing fresh produce. 


It is desirable to have seed-growing farms in every oblast so that the essential 
varieties of potatoes, vegetables and gourd crops that grow well in a given 
region and give good yields can be cultivated, stored for long periods and 
transported over great distances. 


A change in the structure of orchards is needed. In a number of regions in the 

country extensive tracts are given over to orchards from which stable harvests 

and high quality fruit can no longer be expected. Many complaints are made about 

the cooperative organizations because they refuse to accept early apples. But 

there are objective reasons for this, in addition to lack of efficiency by 

procurement workers and the lateness in preparation of the material-technical 

base: early apples are a crop that spoils quickly and they are suitable primarily m, 
only for local marketing (losses reach 50 percent when they are shipped 

elsewhere), and at the same time they are unsuitable for processing. 
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In this connection it is necessary to try to achieve the correct proportions 
of summer, fall and winter varieties in each rayon, oblast and republic. 
This will provide an opportunity for planning produce yields according to 
ripening periods, preparing in good time for reception of the harvest, and 
spreading production, taking into account local utilization, processing and 
shipment to other consumers. 


The USSR Ministry of Agriculture and the USSR Ministry of the Fruit and 
Vegetable Industry must work togeiher to solve these questions. And the 
consumers’ cooperatives cannot stand on the sideline in this work. Their 
procurement officials must inform the owners of private subsidiary farms 
what varieties of agricultural crops can be grown profiably and provide them 
with the necessary seeds and seedlings. 


Produce proc2ssed by the cooperative plants is included in the national 
economic plan, and in order to make their operations continuous and 
profitable it is important to have e stable raw matsrial base. The 
apportionment of the raw materiais zones is being done with the participation 
and agreement of the cooperative organizations. In a number of republics, 
however, it is frequently done to the detriment of consumers’ unions" 
interests, and consequently, the buyers. In the Armenian SSR, for example, 
the raw materials zones have been se’: in mountainous and remote regions 200 
to 300 kilometers away from the canning plants; in Tajikistan, two similar 
enterprises have been constructed in the raw material zone of the plants 
belonging to the Tajik fruit and vegetable farms, and this has caused a 
contraction in the raw materials resources and made production almost 
unprofitable. 


The situation is similar in apportionment of fishing areas. Although these 
areas are in constant use, local organs frequently alter them. As a result, 
the assimilation of reservoirs is hampered and the costs incurred are not 
recovered. Thus, during the 19th Five-Year Plan the cooperative organizations 
were deprived of previously allocated stretches of water in Maritime Kray, 

the Buryat ASSR, the Bashkir ASSR, the Komi ASSR, and Leningrad, Pskov, 
Bryansk and a number of other oblasts in the RSFSR; and in 1982 in the 

Kazakh SSR. 


In individual republics and oblasts the local organs set limits on the selling 
prices for meat coming from cooperative subsidiary farms and purchased from 
the public for sale in the city cooperative network; and as a result sales 

are made at a loss. In a number of republics and regions the cooperative 
organizations are permitted to buy cattle only after the state plan for 
kolkhoz and sovkhoz meat procurement has been fulfilled. All this hampers 

the cooperative organizations in fulfillment of their tasks for the purchase 
of surplus meat. 


The question of agreeing prices for meat purchased from the public must be 
resolved. At present it is being bought by organizations of the consumers’ 
cooperatives, kolkhozes, sovkhozes, canteen supply departments, enterprises 

of the meat and dairy industry, the subsidiary farming enterprises of 
industrial ministries and administrations and other organizations. This 

is leading to an unjustifed increase in buying prices and unhealthy competition. 





The position is the same with the assimilation of wild-growing fruit and 
berry resources. About a dozen different administrations are engaged in 
procurement work. This leads to a deterioration in the quality of purchased 
produce, violations of buying prices, and the dissipation of commodity 
resources, and also to lowered responsibility for the organization of 
reproduction for these plants. In the Tajik SSR, Kirgiz SSR and Georgian 
SSR the cooperative organizations do not participate at all in procurement 
of this produce; it is done by the republic ministries of the forestry 
industry, and only on a small scale. 


We think it is expedient to establish a standard procedure for the number 
of procurement administrations, cutting their numbers to a minimum, and in 
time, to entrust procurements to a single organizations that would recruit 
other procurement agencies on a contract basis, or to set defined zones for 
different administrations. 


The pricing policy for wild-growing fruits and berries should also be more 
flexible. Prices are frequently set for prolonged periods and accordingly 
do not reflect changing conditions of work, the harvests of particular crops, 
or the market sitwation, and, most of all, do not provide incentive for 
increasing the volumes of procurements for this valuable produce. 


A solution to these questions in the national economic interests will help 
to make more extensive use of the facilities and initiatives of the cooperative 
organizations in increasing the country's food resources. 
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